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| Verse of The Week
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“And when it is said to them, Do not work cor-
ruption on earth,’ they say, 'We are only working
righteousness.’(11) Verily, (in fact,) it is ’they’
who are the workers of corruption, but they are
unaware. [Qur’an 2:11-12].

Meaning:
the hypocrites who existed in Madinah immedi-
ately following the Hijrah of the Messenger £g.
However, the meaning extends far beyond their
immediate context; it encompasses all who em-
body the traits of hypocrisy, from that time until
the Day of Judgment. Allah &, the Almighty, in-
tended to warn His beloved Prophet £ about a
third category of people, those whom the Prophet
£e had not previously encountered. It is evident
from these verses, and those that follow, that one
of the defining characteristics of hypocrites is their
constant claim to be working for the benefit (and
good for) of Muslims. They will utter words in-
tended to sow discord, spread hatred, and create
division among people, all the while insisting that
their actions are in the interest of the common
good.

Scholars agree that Surah Al-Bagarah men-
tions three principal groups: the believers, the dis-
believers, and the hypocrites. However, I believe
in the existence of a fourth distinct category: the
followers of Moses (Musa, %), who are addressed
separately within this chapter.

The verse was revealed to expose

g_ Hadith of The Week
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Allah’s ¥ Messenger 8 said: “Whoever believes
in Allah and the Last Day should talk what is good
or keep quiet, and whoever belicves in Allah and
the Last Day should not hurt (by words or by ac-
tions) his neighbor; and whoever believes in Allah
and the Last Day, should entertain his guest gen-
erously.”

@7 Editorial:

HETHER you are a returning student
or new to the school, the beginning of
a new academic year holds a special

meaning for everyone. I still remember the plans I
used to make—ambitious goals that I rarely man-
aged to follow—and the preparations aimed at
having a successful school year. For children, the
new school year can bring two different experi-
ences: first, those in elementary school who ap-
proach it with happiness and enthusiasm, eager
for new adventures with their friends and teachers;
and second, those who see it as a time of increased
work and challenges.

The best approach is to keep yourself orga-
nized, and what better way to organize your time
than by maintaining your prayers. Staying con-
nected with Allah 3& the Almighty means remain-
ing close to the ultimate authority who has power
over all things that affect your life and your fu-
ture. Keeping up with your prayers will provide
you with guidance, strength, and peace of mind
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Another important step is to make an effort to LQ” 4’3’ t ‘; iy ;

come to the mosque to pray in Jama’ah (congre-
gation) whenever possible. Praying together not
only fulfills a Sunnah of the Prophet ££, but it
also strengthens the bonds and increases the re-
wards. The mosque provides a calming and sup-
portive environment that helps maintain concen-
tration and devotion, reminding us that we are
part of a greater family united in faith.

By organizing your time around prayer and
embracing the communal aspect of worship, you
instill a rhythm of mindfulness and discipline that
can positively impact all areas of your life.

% Weekly Article

o dE
Dr. Hatim Hegab

DRI Al Ol p opn oy 329 €S dnn (g o Sudnad on
ol sty oy oo B do 1 gy 4Ty epSal 0
LT gal Wy gl Gl JB L ol e sl
by sl €Boly 0,8 P o5 4d Caoy sl
Ol AT St Vi 3b Ky Yl sanadl) 0ds 1350 o

o) S S Glo gt el 3 FIRES

S wl

b 22, Ol é;b ‘“‘,/.c dut\wa

s w;\ wu, £ & slas Ik 5]

e 2136 B # L dw sl

I5 RIRNNP ua.:)\ **.w';;h,.ﬂb, ‘-*r'
\.\;;Lfﬁ;tl?_w 15 o G L\:,
\.u,ux,bﬁ;** | \,mo 13 r)s
\.\w\ucw el 6,\5
\M;\,auua;,a,*mu LU0

oo

L;.,L 13) sledl .,\a wx \f-K u.Ml u,\u
e 21 0y G gl Lle O,
B S Iy o 502 1y e U3

S wio

\H\JJ‘SKJJJ.‘Y):')*%{HY‘)J}O‘LA
o L g, s,

Pl

.\;}w\‘}»@, Na-\d.ﬂ\w:

For meanings and translation, please click here.

Reflection

The Impossible Wishes
Dr. Hatim Hegab

HEY are the wishes the Quran told us will
Tbe asked for by the nonbelievers. When
nonbelievers realize that all they have been
warned of is true, they will start to make these
wishes that will never be fulfilled.
These impossible wishes are:
1. Woe to me! “Would that I were dust!” [Qur’an
78:40]
2. He will say: “Alas! Would that I had sent forth
(good deeds) for (this) my life!” [Qur’an 89:24]
3. But as for him who will be given his Record in
his left hand, will say: “I wish that I had not been
given my Record!” [Qur’an 69:25]
4. Ah! Woe to me! “Would that I had never taken
so-and-so as a friend!” [Qur’an 25:28]
5. On the Day when their faces will be turned
over in the Fire, they will say: “Oh, would that
we had obeyed Allah and obeyed the Messenger
(Muhammad ££). [Qur’an 33:66]
6. She (Maryam - Mary) said: “Would that I had
died before this, and had been forgotten and out
of sight!” [Qur’an 19:23]
7. And (remember) the Day when the Zalim
(wrong-doer, oppressor, polytheist, etc.) will bite
at his hands, he will say: “Oh! Would that I
had taken a path with the Messenger (Muham-
mad SAW).” [Qur’an 25:27]
8. Oh! “I wish I had been with them; then I would
have achieved a great success” (a good share of
booty). [Qur’an 4:73]


https://icstillwater.org/beauty-is-not-in-robes-or-cloaks/
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From The Lives of The Companions
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which he had once lived, embracing a dif-

ficult life he had never known before. He
became content with hardship, wearing the coars-
est of clothing, sometimes having enough to eat,
and at other times enduring hunger. This remark-
able transformation, rooted in unwavering faith
and illuminated by the light of Allah 3%, turned
Mus’ab into a new man. He became someone
whose character and strength inspired admiration
in the hearts of other noble souls. Why would such
a young man do this remains an obsecured secret
tome. What was that taste of faith he experienced
is what I keep searching for.

While he was in this state, the Prophet ££ en-
trusted Mus‘ab with the greatest mission of his
life—to serve as his envoy to Al-Madinah. His as-
signment was to guide the Ansaar who had already
believed in the Prophet £€ and pledged their al-
legiance to him at ”Agabah,” to invite others to
Islam, and to prepare Al-Madinah for the coming
of the great Hijrah. Among the Prophet’s Com-
panions ££ at that time were men who were older
than Mus‘ab, more prominent, and closer to the
Prophet ££ through family ties. Yet the Prophet
£Le selected Mus‘ab the Good, knowing he was en-
trusting him with the most critical mission of that
era—placing in his hands the future of Islam in Al-
Madinah.

The radiant city of Al-Madinah was destined
to become the home of Hijrah, the birthplace of
future Islamic callers and liberators. Mus’ab &
proved equal to the immense trust that Allah 3&
had granted him, equipped with a keen mind and
a noble character. He captured the hearts of the
Madinites with his piety, uprightness, and sincer-
ity, leading them to embrace the religion of Allah
3% in great numbers. At the time of his arrival,
only twelve Muslims had pledged allegiance to the
Prophet ££ at the Pledge of "First Aqabah.” Yet,

S O Mus’ab & left behind the great luxury in

within just a few months, so many responded to
the call of Allah 4% and His Messenger £€ that, by
the next pilgrimage season, the Madinite Muslims
were able to send a delegation of seventy believing
men and two believing women to Makkah to meet
the Prophet .

They came with their teacher and the
Prophet’s envoy, Mus’ab ibn 'Umair. Mus’ab £
had proved, through his intelligence and excel-
lence, that the Prophet ££ chose his envoys and
teachers with great wisdom.

Mus’ab £ fully understood his mission. He
knew he was a caller to Allah 3 and a preacher
of His religion, which guides people to righteous-
ness and the straight path. Like the Prophet &g
in whom he believed, Mus’ab & considered him-
self nothing more than a faithful conveyor of the
message. Steadfast in his purpose, he stayed as a
guest with Asa’ad ibn Zoraara &, and together,
they would visit the various tribes, homes, and
gatherings, reciting to the people what they had
of the Book of Allah &, the Noble Qur’an, teach-
ing them that Allah ¥ is One, with no partner.

Throughout his mission, Mus’ab & faced sit-
uations that could easily have ended his life and
those with him, were it not for his quick thinking,
sharp mind, and unwavering composure. On one
such day, while preaching to some people, he was
suddenly confronted by Usayd ibn ul-Hudayr (&),
the leader of the Abd al-Ash’hal tribe, standing be-
fore him with a drawn spear. Usayd & was filled
with rage and hostility toward the one who had
come to corrupt the religion of his people by urg-
ing them to abandon their gods and speak of the
idea of only One God, an idea, almost, unfamil-
iar to them and never before heard. Their gods
were the center of their worship; whenever any-
one needed help, they knew exactly where to find
their idols and would call upon them. This was
the way they thought and imagined. As for the
God of Muhammad £%, to whom this envoy was
calling, no one knew His place, nor could anyone
see Him. When the Muslims saw Usayd ibn ul-
Hudair advancing in his uncontrolled anger, they
were frightened.
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“They used to sleep a little at night. And at dawn, they would pray for pardon.”
[Qur’an 51:17-18]

Narrated to us by Abdullah ibn Maslama from (through hearing it from) Malik from Ibn Shihab from
Abu Salama and Abu Abdullah al-Aghar from Abu Huraira £, that the Messenger £ of Allah &,
said: “Our Lord, Blessed and Exalted He is, descends every night to the lowest heaven (of Doniya)
when one-third of the night remains and says: "Who is calling upon Me that I may answer him? Who is
asking from Me that I may give him? Who is seeking My forgiveness that I may forgive him?”’ (Sahih
al-Bukhari).

This hadith is of utmost importance, and it is important to clarify the following: The night (and
the day in Islam) begins at sunset (the Maghrib call to prayer) and ends just before the next day’s
sunset. The Companions of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, used to perform the night
prayer around 10 PM (wintertime), until about 11 PM. Then they would rest for an hour or two, and
some of them would wake up around 1 or 2 AM to perform two light units (rak‘ahs) of prayer in the
depths of the night, then go back to rest until waking for the Fajr prayer.

We can summarize important points here:

1. The Islamic day begins at sunset, which is when the night starts. 2. The night ends at the break
of dawn (Fajr), which is the beginning of the day. 3. The last third of the night begins after the Islamic
midnight (halfway between sunset and dawn). 4. Performing night prayer (Qiyamul Layl) in the last
third of the night is one of the best times for supplication and acceptance, as mentioned in the hadith.
5. The Companions of the Prophet often prayed at around 1 or 2 AM, performing two rak‘ahs and then
went back to sleep until the dawn prayer.

This timing makes the hadith clear in its temporal context and explains the virtue of supplication
and seeking forgiveness in the depths of the night, as it corresponds to the last third of the night when
Allah descends to the lowest heaven.

DuaA’ oF THE WEEK

O Allah, we ask You for health coupled with faith, faith adorned with good character, success
followed by prosperity, mercy and well-being, Your forgiveness, and Your pleasure.

O Allah, grant us wellness by Your power, envelop us in Your mercy, let our lives end in obedience
to You, forgive us, our parents, and all Muslim men and women, those who are living and those who
have passed away. And send Your abundant blessings and peace upon our master, our Prophet, our
intercessor, and our beloved Muhammad, and upon his family and companions, abundantly.

O Allah, honor us with Your immense forgiveness, abundant generosity, and plentiful gifts. Beautify
our lives with contentment and kindness, and adorn our days with light and forgiveness, O Lord of
the worlds.

O Allah, open for us the doors of Your mercy, forgive our mothers and fathers, and open for them
the doors of Your mercy and Paradise.

Ameen.




