Weekend, July 27, 2024

There are many misun-
derstandings and miscon-
ceptions about Islam, one
of which is the belief that
women have not played
any significant roles in
Islamic history. Women
have been influential in
various aspects of Islamic
society, including scholar-
ship, politics, leadership
positions, and community
leadership.

Nothing could have
been more wrong than this
claim. Among the early
Muslims, women were
active participants in the
cohesive functioning of
society. Women expressed
their opinions freely, and
their advice was actively
sought. Women nursed
the wounded during bat-
tles, and some even partic-
ipated on the battlefield.
Women traded openly
in the marketplace, so
much so that the second
caliph, Umar, appointed
a woman, Shaffa bint Ab-
dullah (bint = the daugh-
ter of), as the supervisor
of the bazaar. In Islamic
history, women participat-
ed in government, public
affairs, lawmaking, schol-
arship, and teaching.

Khadijah: As a clear ex-
ample of women’s role in
the history of Islam, one
remembers Khadijah (may
Allah be pleased with her,
MABPWH)

On the very first day
(night) when Prophet Mu-
hammad (peace be upon
him, PBUH) received the
first revelation from the

angel Gabriel, women were
present through his wife
Khadijah (MABPWH).
Khadijah was one of the
most honorable and wise
women of Makkah. She
was the one who chose
Prophet Muhammad and,
through a common friend,
hinted that she liked him
and wanted to marry him.

Muhammad (PBUH)
used to retreat to the cave
of Hira for two or three
weeks every year. There,
he would meditate and
contemplate the creation
around him. He also
worshiped God, Allah,
the God of Abraham, his
great-grandfather through
Ishmael. This practice was
known then as “devotion.”

On the night of August
10th, 610 C.E., Muham-
mad received his first
revelation from God,

“(1) Read in the name of
your Lord Who created.
(2) created man from a
clinging clot. (3) Read,
and your Lord is the
Most Generous. (4) Who
taught by the pen. (5)
taught man what he did
not know.” [Quran 96:
1-5].

Confused and terrified
by what had happened, he
ran home immediately.
His wife Khadijah received
him and tried to soothe
and reassure him, saying,
“Allah will never disgrace
you. You unite uterine re-
lations (i.e., keep contact
with your relatives); bear
the burden of the weak;
help the poor and the
needy; entertain guests
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and endure hardships in
the path of truthfulness.”
These words only come
from a loving, wise, and
supportive wife. In such
a situation, a wife might
typically blame her hus-
band for putting himself
at risk by being alone in
the desert, Or for leav-
ing her and her children
alone. However, Khadijah
comforted him and tested
her husband and what he
had seen! When the fear
subsided for the Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh), Khad-
ija said: Oh, husband, let
me know when you see the
angel you said has come to
you. A few minutes later,
the Prophet told her, I see
him. She uncovered the
top of her chest and asked
her husband: do you see
him? Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) said, no! She re-
plied, do not worry about
anything this is not the
devil! She knew angels
honor themselves and are
absent when a woman ex-
poses part of her body!
Khadijah had suggested
that the Prophet Muham-
mad (pbuh) visit her cous-
in Waraqah. Waraqah,
who had studied older sa-
cred books, including the
Torah and the Bible, rec-

ognized the signs Muham-
mad (pbuh) had seen. War-
ragah knew that the time
for the last Prophet from
God had come. After hear-
ing Muhammad’s account
of the revelation, Waraqah
rejoiced and told him to
be strong, for he was to be
the last Prophet of God to
humanity. Warrqah died a
few weeks later.

Khadijah succeeded
in establishing a happy
home for the Prophet in
the period just before his
prophethood. She sup-
ported him both physically
and financially. She was a
rich woman and gave her
husband all her money
to deliver the message he
received from God. She
bolstered the Prophet and
believed him. She was the
first human to believe in
Muhammad as the final
Prophet of God and was
the first to embrace Islam.
She played an important
role in strengthening and
supporting him through
her powerful intellect,
strong personality, and
penetrating wisdom. Not
only did she believe in
him, but she supported his
mission, kept him compa-
ny in times of loneliness,
and helped him overcome
the many hardships he
faced. Her reward was in
accord with her deeds, God
giving her the good news
of a house in Paradise
made from a hollow pearl,
wherein there is no shout-
ing and no tiredness9.
Numerous prophetic tradi-
tions recounting this have
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been recorded in the works
of many Muslim scholars.

Khadijah devoted
herself and her house to
serving the new Muslim
community while using
her status to defend the
Messenger of God from
harm. For this reason, the
Prophet felt the utmost
sadness at her death, for
she had been the best help
and support he could have
had. In Islamic traditions,
her death year is called the
Year of Sorrow.

Umm Salamah: The
word “Umm” means “the
mother of,” and so Umm
Salama means “the moth-
er of Salamah, her first
child. Her real name was
Hind, and she was among
the first to embrace Islam
in its early days. Umm
Salamah belonged to a
strong tribe in Makkah,
yet she had her share of
the torture that most
Muslims endured at the
time. She migrated with
her husband to Abyssinia
and stayed there for a few
years. When she came
back, thinking the situ-
ation had eased a little,
she was faced with more
torture and hardship that
both she and her husband
decided to migrate to
Madinah (270 miles north
of Makkah). When they
tried to leave her tribe
prevented her from accom-
panying her husband. In
retaliation, her husband’s
tribe took her one-year-old
son, saying he belonged to
them. After almost a year,

she was allowed to leave
for Madinah.

Umm Salamah left for
Madinah alone with her
son. She was not accompa-
nied by anyone else. This
incident was great proof
that Islam does not forbid
women from driving, trav-
eling alone, and managing
their affairs. Not only that
but after leaving Makkah,
she met a non-Muslim (at
the time) who knew her
and who insisted on not
letting her travel alone and
kept with her to make sure
she would reach Madinah
safely. Yet another lesson
is that women are free to
decide. She described him
later as the most honor-
able man she had ever met.

After her husband was
killed, many proposed to
her to take care of her and
her children, who were
still young and needed
care. She refused all the
great companions of the
Prophet (pbuh) until he
proposed. She told him
she knew he was propos-
ing to take care of her
and her children, and he
said yes. Then she said,

I cannot say no to you, O
messenger of Allah. This
marriage gave her the
chance to narrate many
of the hadith (traditions)
of the Prophet, and she
became a primary source
of Islamic teaching for as
long as she lived.

To contact the author:
hatim@gmx.us

For more information:
icstillwater.org/islam

Church sues Colorado town to be able to shelter homeless in trailers

CASTLE ROCK, Colo. — Be-
hind a church surrounded by
rolling prairie on the outskirts of
this Colorado town sits a donat-
ed RV that Joe Ridenour called
home for a year after he lost his
job during the pandemic.

Being able to live in the RV,
he said, allowed him to avoid
returning to his native Kansas
City, where he was afraid of back-
sliding into using methamphet-
amine again.

“Without this trailer and this
church, I wouldn’t be alive. The

drug use would have consumed Echoing arguments made by
me,” said Ridenour, who now has  other churches trying to serve
amaintenance job at the county ~ the homeless from Oregon to
fairgrounds and rents a room Ohio, the Colorado church argues
from a friend he met at The Rock  that helping those in need is re-

church. ligious activity protected by the
Last year, the town of Castle Constitution.
Rock ordered the non-denomi- Its lawsuit is studded with

references to the Bible’s exhorta-
tions to the faithful to take care
of those in need. It also notes
that surrounding Douglas Coun-
ty, one of the richest in the Unit-
ed States, has no other shelters
for the homeless.

national evangelical church to
stop providing shelter in the RV
and another camping trailer for
violating zoning regulations. The
church responded by suing the
town, located between Denver
and Colorado Springs.

The church’s property is not
zoned for residential use and
regulations forbid anyone from
living in an RV anywhere in Cas-
tle Rock.

On Friday, a federal judge
ruled the church can continue to
shelter the homeless in the camp-
ers temporarily while the lawsuit
plays out.

The town, which has said it
will “rigorously defend the zon-
ing authority of communities,”
declined to comment on Friday’s
ruling. In court, the town has

argued the church could find
other ways to help the homeless,
like opening members’ homes
to them or buying a property to
house them in an area zoned for
residential use.

Earlier this year, the church
had to turn down a request to
let a mother and three children
under the age of 7 who had been
living in a car stay in one of the
trailers, pastor Mike Polhemus
said.

- AP
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Wednesday Mass
12:10 p.m.

6 p.m. (en espafol)

9am.| 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)
Confessions
Tues-Fri| 11:30-12 p.m.
Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886 www.sfxstillwater.org

Zion Lutheran
Church - LCMS

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor
504 S. Knoblock « 372-3703




