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Misconceptions About Islam, Part 3
We shall continue our 

discussions about some of 
the widespread miscon-
ceptions about Islam and 
discuss more topics in our 
endeavor to reach a good 
understanding of this 
beautiful religion.

One of the questions that 
one may have is this: If 
Islam is a purely monothe-
istic faith, and if Islam op-
poses idol worship, why do 
Muslims pray to a square 
structure? The answer to 
this question is that that 
simple cube-shaped stone 
building located in Makkah 
is called the Ka‘bah or the 
Sacred House.  It is the 
point toward its location 
that Muslims turn their 
faces when they pray.  Al-
though Muslims face the 
direction of Ka‘bah during 
prayer, they do not worship 
it. It is not even mentioned 
in their prayer with a sin-
gle word. Muslims worship 
and pray only to God.

The Ka‘bah was built by 
the prophet Abraham and 
his son Ishmael (peace be 
upon them) in response 
to God’s command over 
4,000 years ago. Abraham 
consecrated the House 
for the worship of the 
one true God and invited 
all of humanity to visit 
it for that purpose. Even 
today, Muslims who are 
physically and financially 
able are required to make 
a pilgrimage to it once in 
a lifetime. The Ka‘bah has 
remained at the center of 
a continuous tradition of 
worship and devotion up to 
the present day, symbolic 

of permanence, constancy, 
and renewal.

There were periods in 
human history during 
which mankind deviated 
from the monotheism 
taught by God’s prophets. 
Before the advent of Mu-
hammad (pbuh), religion 
among the Arabs had de-
generated into polytheism 
and paganism, and Makkah 
was completely submerged 
in idolatry; some 360 idols 
had been placed in and 
around the Ka‘bah to be 
worshipped there along 
with God.  Prophet Mu-
hammad (pbuh) was sent 
to restore to mankind the 
pure monotheism taught 
by all the messengers of 
God and reinstate the wor-
ship of Him alone. This 
he accomplished, and the 
Ka‘bah was finally cleared 
of all manmade deities.

Walking around the 
Ka’bah is one of the an-
cient religious rites partic-
ular to it. This suggests the 
integrating and unifying 
power of monotheism 
in human life and how a 
Muslim’s existence should 
revolve around a pure de-
votion to God. The Ka‘bah 
symbolizes the unity of the 
believers, the brotherhood 
of all the prophets (pbu 
them), and the essential 
consistency of their mes-
sage.

When Muslims pray 
facing toward this single 
central point, they are re-
minded of their common 
purpose and long-term 
goal. Even when standing 
directly before the Ka‘bah 

in prayer, one is not to 
look at it but rather at the 
ground before him. The 
spiritual focus is on God 
alone and never on any cre-
ated object.

All the above is just a 
try to justify the meaning 
of facing the Ka‘bah, but 
for any Muslim, if you ask 
him this question, she will 
answer directly that as 
believers in this face, we’re 
asked to face the Ka’bah in 
prayers and this is what we 
do. If we trust the Creator 
with everything, justifica-
tions come second to this 
trust and this belief.

Another misconception 
about Islam is that women 
are oppressed under such 
faith, and among the signs 
of this oppression is the use 
of head covers (or scarfs) 
that are called “the Hijab” 
[Also, Hegab!] To address 
this point, I say that the Is-
lamic veil or “hijab” refers 
to the loose-fitting, opaque 
outer garments with which 
a Muslim woman covers 
her head and body. Muslim 
women cover themselves 
with such garments before 
all men apart from their 
closest relatives. They do 
not do so to please their 
fathers, brothers, or hus-
bands but only because 

God has ordained the hijab. 
In reality, Islam did not 
introduce modest dress 
but merely endorsed it as 
part of God’s religion. Yet, 
dress is only one aspect of 
a total concept. “Hijab” 
is not simply a concealing 
garment but includes 
proper behavior, manners, 
speech, and appearance in 
public.

To accept any law or in-
struction, a person needs 
either to be convinced of 
its benefit or to trust in 
the wisdom of the one who 
prescribed it. Muslims 
believe that God’s wisdom 
is absolute and perfect 
and that He knows the 
nature and best interests 
of His creations (mankind 
included) better than they 
do themselves; thus, a be-
liever willingly obeys God’s 
directives as much as he or 
she is able.

To some, women’s 
dress might seem trivial. 
Islam, however, assigns 
it moral, social, and legal 
dimensions. When women 
observe proper Islamic 
dress, they protect their 
dignity and reputation and 
contribute greatly to peace 
and order.

Islam demands modesty 
as a virtue of both men and 
women, not only for the 
protection of women but 
to maintain the spiritual 
uprightness of men.  Given 
the sexual anarchy that 
prevails in many parts of 
the world, the need for 
modest dress and behavior 
in both men and women 
is obvious. However, on 

account of differences be-
tween males and females in 
nature and temperament, a 
greater amount of privacy 
is required for women than 
for men, and this relates, 
among other things, to 
their manner of dress.

Islam has no fixed stan-
dard for the style of dress 
or clothing that must be 
worn. However, it must be 
wide and thick enough not 
to reveal the contours of 
the figure. Muslim women 
are responsible for making 
their homes attractive and 
comfortable, and Islam 
encourages a woman to 
beautify herself for her 
husband and immediate 
family members rather 
than publicly exhibiting 
her physical charms and 
worldly possessions.

Muslim women who 
cover themselves do not 
find it impractical or inter-
fering with their activities 
in the various fields of 
life. It is often forgotten 
that the modern Western 
style of dress is a recent 
phenomenon.  Looking at 
the clothing of women as 
recently as seventy years 
ago, we see that it is similar 
to the dress prescribed by 
Islam. Those hard-work-
ing, active Western women 
were not at all inhibited by 
their long, full dresses and 
head coverings.

The covering of women’s 
bodies is not a logical basis 
on which to claim that 
women are subservient to 
men. It would be far more 
appropriate to charge a so-
ciety with the exploitation 

of females when it tolerates 
pornography rather than 
when it encourages modes-
ty.  Ironically, uncontested 
freedom is granted to those 
who publicly expose much 
of their bodies. At the 
same time, severe censure 
is launched against women 
who consider that modest 
covering is a religious 
obligation that cannot be 
disregarded.

Islam teaches that 
women should be evaluat-
ed for their intelligence, 
opinions, skills, deeds, 
and inner qualities rather 
than physical appearance.  
A Muslim woman who 
covers her body is making 
a statement about herself 
and her identity; she has 
dignity, respectability, and 
self-esteem and is proud of 
her Islam. Whoever sees 
her will know that she is 
not available to men or in-
terested in advances, that 
she has an upright moral 
character, and that she 
will not permit sexuality to 
enter into any of her neces-
sary interactions with the 
opposite sex.  Women often 
see their Islamic dress as 
empowering because they 
are taken seriously and re-
spected rather than being 
viewed as sex objects – they 
are judged only by their 
character and conduct. A 
Muslim woman wants to 
look like Mary in her veil 
and dress as most (if not 
all) nuns dress!

To contact the author: 
hatim@gmx.us

For more information: 
icstillwater.org/islam

VATICAN CITY – The Vatican 
said Tuesday that its doctrine 
office will prepare a document on 
women in leadership roles in the 
Catholic Church, a new initiative 
to respond to longstanding de-
mands by women to have a great-
er say in the church’s life.

The document will be written 
by the Dicastery of the Doctrine 
of the Faith as its contribution to 
Pope Francis’ big church reform 
process, now entering its second 
main phase with a meeting of 
bishops in October, known as a 

synod.
The Vatican announced the 

details of the doctrinal document 
shortly after its news conference 
– led by four men – on the prepa-
ratory work for the October meet-
ing, leaving journalists no chance 
to ask for more details about it.

A group pressing for wom-
en’s ordination promptly dis-
missed the significance of it as 
“crumbs,” noting that ordained 
men would once again be making 
decisions about women’s roles in 
the church.

Pope Francis called the synod 
over three years ago as part of 
his overall efforts to make the 
church a more welcoming place 
for marginalized groups, and 
one where ordinary people would 
have a greater say. The process, 
and the two-year canvassing of 
rank-and-file Catholics that pre-
ceded it, sparked both hopes and 
fears that real change was afoot.

Catholic women do the lion’s 
share of the church’s work in 
schools and hospitals, and tend 
to take the lead in passing down 

the faith to future generations. 
But they have long complained 
of a second-class status in an in-
stitution that reserves the priest-
hood for men.

Francis has reaffirmed the ban 
on women priests, but has named 
several women to high-ranking 
jobs in the Vatican and encour-
aged debate on other ways wom-
en’s voices can be heard. That 
has included the synod process in 
which women have had the right 
to vote on specific proposals — a 
right previously given only to 

men.
Additionally, during his 11-

year pontificate, he responded 
to demands for ministerial jobs 
for women by appointing two 
commissions to study whether 
women could be ordained dea-
cons. Deacons are ordained min-
isters but are not priests, though 
they can perform many of the 
same functions as priests: preside 
at weddings, baptisms and fu-
nerals, and preach. They cannot, 
however, perform Mass.

– AP
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St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.
Sunday Mass
8:30 | 11:15 a.m. 

1 p.m. (en español)
Tue & Thu Mass

12:10 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m.
6 p.m. (en español)

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m. | 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confessions
Tues-Fri | 11:30-12 p.m.

Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

4th & Knoblock • 372-2744

Sunday School
9 am

Worship Service
8 am & 10:30 am

� e Islamic 
Society of Stillwater

616 N. Washington St.
Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM
For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

400 W. 7th • 372-5854
www.fumcstw.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship .............................8:30am & 11:10am
Sunday School ....................................10:00am
Closer Walk...........10 am Family Life Center

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY
Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm
Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness  But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness 

like a never-failing stream!like a never-failing stream!

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday ................................10:30am
Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

Amos 5:24

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.
Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.
Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

Sunnybrook
Christian Church

421 E. Richmond Rd • 377.0923
www.sunnybrookcc.org

SUNDAY SERVICE
9:45 am
11:15 am

SUNDAY SCHOOL
8:30 am
9:45 am

KIDS CHURCH 9:45 & 11:15 am

GO • GATHER • GROW

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page


