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Concept of God in Islam
Monotheism, the belief 

in one and only one God 
is the most foundational 
concept in Islam. Mus-
lims believe in the one 
God who created the uni-
verse and has power over 
everything within it. The 
Quran says, “And argue 
not with the people of the 
Scripture, unless it be 
in (a way) that is better 
(with good words and in 
a good manner), except 
with such of them as do 
wrong, and say (to them): 
“We believe in that which 
has been revealed to us 
and revealed to you; our 
God and your God is One 
(i.e. Allah), and to Him, 
we (Muslims) have sub-
mitted.” [Quran 29: 46]

Muslims believe God is 
unique and exalted above 
everything He creates, 
and His greatness cannot 
be compared to His cre-
ation. Furthermore, He 
is the only one deserving 
of any worship and the 
ultimate purpose of all 
creation is to submit to 
Him. His power is lim-
itless, His blessings are 
limitless, and in general, 
He is limitless and cannot 
be confined by any of his 
creatures including the 
universe and the exis-
tence itself. This Islamic 
understanding of God is 
based on a pure and clear 
understanding of mono-
theism. This essentially 
captures the concept of 
God in Islam.

Allah is God’s name 
in Arabic. This is a uni-

versal name for God and 
does not refer to an ex-
clusively ‘Islamic’ God. 
Interestingly, this name 
is related to the Aramaic 
and Hebrew names for 
God, Allaha, and Elo-
him. Therefore, Allah is 
simply the Arabic name 
for God which affirms 
that He is One singular 
God with no partners or 
equals. The name Allah 
cannot be pluralized (nei-
ther in Arabic nor in any 
other language) or lim-
ited to a specific gender, 
which establishes that 
God is One and that He is 
unique from everything 
He creates. Muslims con-
tinue to use this original 
Arabic name for God 
(Allah) since it perfectly 
expresses His unique 
qualities. Allah is also 
used by Arabic-speaking 
Christians as the name of 
God.

God is the Creator 
and the Sustainer of the 
universe who created 
everything for a reason. 
Muslims believe that He 
created humankind with 
a simple purpose — to 
worship Him. He sent 
messengers to guide peo-
ple in fulfilling this pur-
pose. Some of these mes-
sengers include Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
Jesus, and Muhammad, 
peace be upon all of 
them. They all taught 
a consistent message 
about God by affirming 
His greatness as the Cre-
ator guiding people to 

worship Him alone. This 
basic concept has always 
resonated with people’s 
natural understanding of 
God.

When the final proph-
et, Muhammad, peace 
be upon him (pbuh), was 
asked about God, the an-
swer came directly from 
God in the holy book of 
Muslims, the Quran (also 
spelled ‘Koran’): “Say, 
‘He is God the One, God 
the eternal. He begot no 
one nor was He begotten. 
And no one is comparable 
to Him.” [Quran 112: 
1–4] This is a clear state-
ment by God describing 
Himself to humanity 
without any room for 
confusion. God is One 
and is exalted above 
everything He creates 
and He is capable of all 
things.

Fully accepting the 
oneness of God is to ac-
cept that He is distinct 
from everything else. It 
would not suit God’s maj-
esty and glory to associ-
ate the limited attributes 
of His creation with Him 
because He is not re-
stricted, limited, or con-
fined, in any way, while 
His creation is. He is the 

First with no beginning 
and the Last with no end. 
Everything in the uni-
verse was created by His 
will. He is not confined 
by space or time, because 
He is the creator of space 
and time, and He is the 
only One who is in control 
and the One who provides 
for His creation. Quran 
says, “He is God: there is 
no god other than Him. 
It is He who knows what 
is hidden as well as what 
is in the open, He is the 
Lord of Mercy, the Giver 
of Mercy. He is God: 
there is no god other 
than Him, the Controller, 
the Holy One, Source of 
Peace, Granter of Securi-
ty, Guardian over all, the 
Almighty, the Compeller, 
the Truly Great; God is 
far above anything they 
consider to be His part-
ner. He is God: the Cre-
ator, the Originator, the 
Shaper. The best names 
belong to Him. Every-
thing in the heavens and 
earth glorifies Him: He is 
the Almighty, the Wise.” 
[Quran, 59: 22–24]

Pure Monotheism is 
also clear in the following 
verse, “God: there is no 
god but Him, the Ever 
Living, the Ever Watch-
ful. Neither slumber nor 
sleep overtakes Him. All 
that is in the heavens and 
the earth belongs to Him. 
Who is there that can in-
tercede with Him except 
by His leave? He knows 
what is before them and 
what is behind them, but 

they do not comprehend 
any of His knowledge 
except what He wills. His 
throne extends over the 
heavens and the earth; 
it does not weary Him 
to preserve them both. 
He is the Most High, the 
Tremendous.” [Quran, 2: 
255]

The primary pillar of 
Islamic belief clearly 
states that there is noth-
ing worthy of worship 
except God. Associating 
partners with God or 
attributing qualities 
of lesser beings to Him 
is considered to be the 
greatest sin in Islam.

In the past, this often 
took the form of idol 
worship or praying to 
multiple lesser gods. 
Although this is less 
common now, the current 
era has replaced many 
of the physical ‘idols’ of 
the past with other con-
temporary ‘gods.’ Many 
people today allow pas-
sions like entertainment, 
drugs, relationships, 
professions, jobs, status, 
or material objects to be-
come the center of their 
lives. They devote them-
selves to such goals and 
work only for them. They 
become so consumed with 
these things that they 
submit to whatever will 
allow them to fulfill their 
desires. For example, if a 
drug addict allows their 
addiction to control their 
actions, beliefs, feelings, 
and behaviors, causing 
them to risk their safety 

and the safety of others, 
that drug has essentially 
become their god. Like-
wise, if another person 
puts a loved one before 
God by obeying that 
person even if that caus-
es them to transgress 
against God’s commands, 
or others in any way, 
their loved one has taken 
precedence over God.

Islam teaches that 
people should completely 
submit only to God as He 
is the only One worthy of 
their worship. He is the 
Creator and Sustainer 
of the universe and ev-
erything in it belongs to 
Him. The Quran points 
out the faulty thinking of 
those who worship other 
than God, the Quran 
says, “How can you wor-
ship things you carve 
with your own hands 
when it is God who has 
created you and all your 
handiwork?” [Quran 37: 
95–96]

In Islam, the believer 
has to surrender to God. 
To be a true believer, 
one must believe in the 
absolute oneness of God, 
as the only Creator, Pre-
server, and Nourisher 
of everything. One must 
also acknowledge that 
God is the only one who 
deserves to be worshiped.
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A top Southern Baptist ad-
ministrative body has selected 
its first permanent leader in 
nearly two-and-a-half years, a 
time when it has navigated a 
tumult of controversies ranging 
from a sexual abuse scandal to 
financial struggles — to its own 
stumbling efforts to find a new 
president.

Jeff Iorg, the longtime pres-
ident of the Southern Baptist 
Convention’s only seminary 

outside of the denomination’s 
historic Bible Belt heartland, 
is the incoming president and 
CEO of the denomination’s Ex-
ecutive Committee. 

He was elected unanimously 
Thursday by committee mem-
bers meeting near Dallas.

Iorg has been president of 
Gateway Seminary since 2004. 
He oversaw a change in name 
and location for the school in 
2016, when the former Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Semi-
nary relocated its main campus 
from the San Francisco area to 

Ontario, California, near Los 
Angeles. It now has multiple 
campuses in the West and on-
line. 

Total full- and part-time en-
rollment is 1,499, according to 
data from the Association of 
Theological Schools.

Iorg had recently announced 
plans to retire from the semi-
nary but agreed to be consid-
ered for the Executive Commit-
tee post, which he will start on 
May 13.

Iorg said he is grateful for 
the denomination he is serv-

ing. In a Thursday news con-
ference, he said he “came to 
faith in Jesus Christ because of 
the witness of a Southern Bap-
tist church” and has degrees 
from a denominational college 
and seminaries.

He and his wife are “the prod-
uct of Southern Baptists, and 
we’re grateful at this juncture 
in life to serve Southern Bap-
tists,” Iorg said.

“Leadership matters, and Dr. 
Iorg is a leader among leaders,” 
said Philip Robertson, chair-
man of the committee, which 

handles day-to-day business for 
the nation’s largest Protestant 
denomination.

Iorg succeeds Ronnie Floyd, 
who resigned in October 2021 
as president amid internal rifts 
over how to handle an investi-
gation into the SBC’s response 
to sexual abuse. 

Floyd and other committee 
members resigned after a ma-
jority on the committee agreed 
to waive attorney-client privi-
lege for an independent review 
of its handling of clergy sexual 
abuse in the denomination.

Southern Baptists pick a California seminary president to lead administrative body

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

4th & Knoblock • 372-2744

Sunday School
9 am

Worship Service
8 am & 10:30 am

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

400 W. 7th • 372-5854
www.fumcstw.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship .............................8:30am & 11:10am
Sunday School ....................................10:00am
Closer Walk...........10 am Family Life Center

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY
Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm
Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

Keep my decrees and follow them. 

I am the LORD, who makes you holy.

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday ................................10:30am
Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.
Sunday Mass
8:30 |11:15 a.m. 

en Espanol 1 p.m.
Tuesday Mass

12:10 | 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m. 
en Espanol 6 p.m.
Thursday Mass
12:10 | 5:30 p.m.

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m.

Saturday Vigil Mass
5 p.m.

Confessions before every 
12:10 Mass at 11:30 a.m., 

Wednesdays at 5 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 9:45-11 a.m.

372-6886

Leviticus 20:8

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.
Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.
Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

Sunnybrook
Christian Church

421 E. Richmond Rd • 377.0923
www.sunnybrookcc.org

SUNDAY SERVICE
9:45 am
11:15 am

SUNDAY SCHOOL
8:30 am
9:45 am

KIDS CHURCH 9:45 & 11:15 am

GO • GATHER • GROW

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page


