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How are the elderly
treated in Islam? Do they
have a special status? Do
they receive the care that
suits their health needs?

Of course, as individ-
uals continue to age,
the regular challenges
of daily life can become
more and more daunting.
Increased weakness, de-
creased motor capacity,
and possibly other con-
founding health issues
can make the elderly even
more vulnerable. Unfor-
tunately, it is found that
sometimes individuals
may become hesitant
to support those in old
age. This can often lead
to feelings of isolation
and depression and may
result in many negative
impacts on their mental
and physical health.

As I said earlier, Islam
is not just a religion; it
is a way of life, a road-
map that contains the
basic principles that one
has to take into account
when planning his life
to guarantee success in
this worldly life and then
in the hereafter. This is
why Islam has left noth-
ing that has to do with
human life without giv-
ing the proper instruc-
tions on doing it right.

All life begins with
weakness in childhood
and ends with weakness
in old age. Our elderly
have raised us when we
were young and took care

of all our needs while
making sacrifices of their
own for the next and
upcoming generation of
families. Islam did not
only make this obligatory
for the elderly, who are
immediate family mem-
bers, but for the elderly
in general.

In Islam, the responsi-
bility of children to care
for their parents and
treat them kindly is com-
pulsory. If elderly people
do not have children, nor
do they have immediate
family members, the re-
sponsibility to care for
them is transferred to
society as a whole.

The Quran, as one
of the main two sourc-
es of teaching Islamic
manners, unequivocally
commands believers to
be kind and respectful to
their parents, especially
as they age. The Quran
says in chapter 17: “Your
Lord has commanded
that you worship none
but Him and that you be
kind to your parents. If
one or both of them reach
old age with you, do not
say to them “Of!” (a word
of disrespect) or scold
them, but say a generous
word to them (be kind to
them). And act humbly to
them in mercy, and say,
‘My Lord, have mercy on
them since they cared for
me when I was a child.”
[Qur’an, 17:23-24]

In this verse, it is im-
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perative to note (and ob-
serve) that the main mes-
sage (theme) of the Islam-
ic faith is “monotheism.”
The Oneness of God.
Prophet Mohammad’s
message was to guide
people to worship Allah,
the One and the Only to
be worshiped. So from
within the framework of
Islam, to accompany the
main message of Islam
with the importance

of taking care of one’s
parents is a heavyweight
message and clear evi-
dence on the importance
of this command (being
nice and kind to one’s
parents).

The scripture instructs
believers not to utter
even a word of disrespect
towards their parents,
emphasizing the pro-
found debt of gratitude
owed to them for their
sacrifices and nurturing
throughout life. This
duty of care extends be-
yond immediate family
members to encompass
the elderly in general,
reflecting Islam’s em-
phasis on communal
responsibility. The word

“Of!” (which is a sign of
disrespect) is the shortest
word with the meaning
of disrespect in Arabic.
A great scholar said:
If there were a shorter
word, Allah (may He be
praised) would have used
it to show how important
the rights of parents (and
the elderly) are in Islam.
The Quran also says,
“We have commanded
people to honor their
parents. Their mothers
bore them in hardship
and delivered them in
hardship. Their (period
of) bearing and weaning
is 30 months. In time,
when the child reaches
their prime at the age of
40, they pray, “My Lord!
Inspire me to (always)
be thankful for Your fa-
vors, which You blessed
me and my parents with,
and to do good deeds that
please You. And instill
righteousness in my off-
spring. I truly repent to
You, and I truly submit
(to Your will).” [Quran
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“But if they pressure you
to associate with Me what
you have no knowledge
of, do not obey them.
Still keep their company
in this world courteously
and follow the way of
those who turn to Me (in
devotion). Then to Me
you will (all) return, and
then I will inform you

of what you used to do.”
[Quran 31:15]

These three verses,
which apply to both sons
and daughters equally,
clearly define the rights
of parents over their
offspring. It is impossi-
ble to overestimate the
importance of the final
verse, especially in light
of Islamic beliefs. Spe-
cifically, the idea of the
Oneness of God, or Mono-
theism. This final verse
especially talks about
circumstances in which
parents try to steer their
kids away from monothe-
ism by encouraging them
to worship deities other
than God, the Almighty.

46:15] In these situations, Islam
In another chapter, does not support rude-
chapter 13, the Quran ness or conflict; instead,

says: “And We have
commanded people to
(honor) their parents.
Their mothers bore them
through hardship upon
hardship, and their wean-
ing takes two years. So
be grateful to Me and
your parents. To Me is
the final return. [Quran
31:14] It then continues:

it counsels kids to not
follow their parents’
foolish instructions. This
order, however, is not
intended to break family
bonds or to disrespect the
support and companion-
ship of parents. Rather,
it promotes preserving
relationships that are
courteous and kind with

parents, even in disagree-
ment over matters of
faith.

Prophet Mohammad
further reinforced the
importance of treating
the elderly with kindness
and compassion. Among
the teachings of Prophet
Mohammad is that he
said, “Good (or blessings)
accompany your elderly.”
In another Hadith (Had-
iths are the sayings and
teachings of the prophet
Mohammad), Prophet
Mohammad also said:
“This who does not re-
spect our elderly and has
Nno mercy on our young-
sters is not from among
us.” That is, an individu-
al who treats the elderly
disrespectfully is not con-
sidered a true Muslim. To
conclude:

In Islam, the treatment
of the elderly is not mere-
ly a social courtesy but a
religious obligation deep-
ly rooted in compassion,
respect, and communal
responsibility. By up-
holding the Quranic in-
structions and following
the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad, we can culti-
vate a society that values
and supports its elderly
members, ensuring they
live with dignity and
honor.

The author could be
reached at: hatim@gmax.us

For more information,
please visit: www.icstillwa-
ter.org/islam/

Too pretty? Easter poster depicting a handsome, fresh-faced Jesus prompts criticism

By Ciaran Giles
Associated Press

commissioned and approved by
the General Council of Brother-
hoods, which organizes the re-

on Change.org to have the
poster of Jesus withdrawn was
signed by some 14,000 people

responded to criticism from con-
servative groups that the depic-
tion of Jesus was “effeminate”

MADRID — A poster in the
southern Spanish city of Seville
that depicts a young, handsome
Jesus wearing only a loincloth
has unleashed a storm on social
media, with some calling it an
affront to the figure of Christ
and others posting lewd remarks
and memes poking fun at the
image.

The poster by internation-
ally recognized Seville artist
Salustiano Garcia Cruz shows
a fresh-faced Jesus without a
crown of thorns, no suffering
face and minuscule wounds on
the hands and ribcage. It was

Easter in Seville.

nowned and immensely popular
Holy Week processions ahead of

As soon as it was unveiled last
week criticism of it went viral on
social media and a debate erupt-
ed over how a resurrected Christ
should be depicted. Many called
it a disgrace, inappropriate, too
pretty, modernist and out of line
with Seville’s Easter tradition.

Spain is predominantly Cath-
olic and church traditions such
as marriage, baptisms and re-
ligious parades are immensely
popular both among believers
and nonbelievers. A campaign

from around the country.

The artist, Garcia, defended
the work and dismissed the post-
er’s critics as old fashioned.

“There is nothing revolution-
ary in the painting, “ Garcia
told Atlas news agency. “There
is contemporaneity, but all the
elements that I have used are
elements that have been used in
the last seven centuries in sacred
art.

“I don’t see at what point, at
what element, people who don’t
like it don’t like it,” he said.

In another interview pub-
lished by E1 Mundo daily, Garcia

poster.

or “homoerotic.”

“A gay Christ because he looks
sweet and is handsome, come
on! We are in the 21st century,”
Garcia said.

The artist said he used his son,
Horacio, as the model for the

“It caught us a little more by
surprise because everything was
done with respect,” Horacio Gar-
cia told Atlas.

“A lot of controversy comes
from the fact that the model
is too good, the Christ too
handsome, too attractive,” he
said. But it hasn’t been all bad:

Horacio Garcia said he also has
received many compliments and
good wishes from people.

The General Council of Broth-
erhoods has so far ignored calls
to replace the poster before Holy
Week at the end of March. In
past years, some posters for dif-
ferent Catholic celebrations were
withdrawn following criticism.

Seville Mayor José Luis Sanz

labeled the controversy “artifi-
cial.”

“I like the poster,” he said,
adding that not all Holy Week
posters can be the same each
year. “Some posters are riskier,
some more classical, some are
more daring.”

- AP
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