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Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph (pbu them)
We talked about Ibra-

him (Abraham, peace 
be upon him, pbuh) and 
we mentioned that after 
leaving his city and his 
people, he went to settle 
somewhere else. Ibra-
him longed for a child. 
Ibrahim knew that being 
blessed with a child is a 
matter in the hands of 
God (Allah). Allah is the 
name of God in Arabic 
and Aramaic. Allah is 
pronounced with an em-
phatic “L” as the “L” in 
the word “luck”.

When angels visited 
Ibrahim, pbuh, he offered 
them a roasted calf. The 
angels do not eat, so 
they did not eat the food 
Ibrahim offered them. 
Ibrahim grew suspicious 
of them, and the angels 
calmed him down. How 
many were the angels? 
The Qur’an does not say. 
The Qur’an describes 
this moment, “And Our 
envoys came to Ibrahim 
(Abraham) with good 
news. They said, “Peace.” 
He said, “Peace.” Soon 
after, he came with a 
roasted calf. But when 
he saw their hands not 
reaching towards it, he 
became suspicious of 
them and conceived fear 
of them. They said, “Do 
not fear, we are sent 
to the people of Lot.” 
[Qur’an 11:69-70]. They 
were sent to Sodom 
and Gomorrah with the 
punishment they were 
warned of.

But what is the good 
news the angels gave to 
Ibrahim? The Qur’an 
continues, “And his wife 
was standing by, so she 
laughed. Then We gave 
her good news of Isaac, 
and after Isaac, Jacob. 
She said, “Alas for me. 

Would I give birth when 
I am an old woman, and 
this husband of mine 
is an old man? This is 
something strange. They 
said, “Do you marvel 
at Allah’s command? 
Allah’s mercy and His 
Blessings be upon you, O 
People of the Household! 
He is Praiseworthy and 
Glorious.” [Qur’an 11:71-
73].

Sarah, standing near-
by, likely observed her 
husband’s apprehension 
towards their unexpected 
guests. Her fear turned 
to relief upon realizing 
they meant no harm, and 
she laughed aloud. The 
angels heard her laugh-
ter and delivered joyous 
news: Sarah herself 
would become pregnant 
and give birth to a son, 
Isaac (Is’haq in Arabic, 
Yitzhak in Hebrew, 
pbuh), who in turn would 
father Jacob (Ya’qub in 
Arabic, Ya’akov in He-
brew, pbuh). This blessed 
announcement of a son 
and a grandson was con-
veyed directly to Sarah, 
not to Ibrahim (Abra-
ham), who already had a 
son, Ishmael, pbuh, with 
his second wife, Hajar.

It is interesting to 
know that the name Isaac 
means “laugh or laugh-
ter” and Jacob means 
“who follows”.

It is also important to 
mention that after being 
calmed down, Ibrahim, 
pbuh, started to argue 
for Lut’s people! This 
is how the Prophets 
and Messengers are: 
they show mercy and 
care deeply for people’s 
affairs. What good is 
their punishment if 
they just follow the 
message? Ibrahim may 

have argued to give 
Lut’s people more time. 
The Qur’an described 
this exact moment: “So 
when Abraham’s fear 
subsided, and the good 
news had reached him, 
he began pleading with 
Us concerning Lot’s 
people. Abraham was 
gentle, kind, and devout. 
O Abraham, refrain from 
this. The command of 
your Lord has come—
they have incurred irre-
versible punishment.” 
[Qur’an 11:74-76]

The Prophet Isaac was 
mentioned by name in 
the Qur’an sixteen (16) 
times. Mostly in associa-
tion with his father, his 
son, and his descendants. 
Muslims revere Isaac, 
pbuh, and believe he was 
a Prophet and received 
the revelation from God 
through Gabriel, pbuh.

The Quran mentions 
only brief glimpses of 
Isaac (peace be upon 
him). It states that his 
birth was a miracle, glad 
tidings, and a great joy 
for his aged parents, 
Ibrahim (Abraham, pbuh) 
and Sarah. It filled Abra-
ham’s household with de-
light and prompted him 
to prostrate in gratitude 
to his Lord. The news 
also included the name of 
his son, Jacob (meaning 
“the successor” or “who 
comes after”). The hearts 
of both Abraham and 
Sarah were gladdened by 

the birth of Isaac, and 
then by the birth of his 
son Jacob. God praised 
Isaac as a prophet among 
the righteous.

God mentions Isaac in 
the Quran as a knowl-
edgeable youth, and that 
he is among the chosen 
and the excellent. He is 
also described as being 
among those of strength 
and insight, and among 
the leaders who guide 
by God’s command. He 
is counted among God’s 
righteous prophets, and 
God made him a prophet. 
From his lineage came 
Jacob, and from Jacob 
came Joseph and the 
Tribes (or the descen-
dants of Jacob’s sons). 
Among the verses of the 
Qur’an that mentions 
Isaac, “Say, (Oh Muslims) 
‘We believe in Allah, and 
in what was revealed 
to us, and in what was 
revealed to Ibrahim, 
and Ishmael, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, and the Pa-
triarchs, and in what 
was given to Moses and 
Jesus, and in what was 
given to the prophets 
from their Lord. We do 
not differentiate between 
any of them. And to Him, 
we surrender.’” [Qur’an 
2:136]. And, “Or do 
you say that Abraham, 
Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, 
and the Tribes were 
Jews or Christians? Say, 
“Do you know better, or 
Allah?” And who is more 
wrong-doing than he who 
conceals a testimony he 
has received from Allah? 
Allah is not unaware of 
what you do.” [Qur’an 
2:140] because Ibrahim 
(Abraham, pbuh) was not 
a Jew nor a Christian, 
as both Moses and Jesus 
only came thousands 

of years after Ibrahim, 
pbuh. All other verses 
mention Isaac, pbuh, 
among his lineage and 
as a good example. The 
Qur’an says, “We in-
spired you (revealed to 
you), as We inspired 
Noah and the prophets 
after him. And We in-
spired Ibrahim (Abra-
ham), and Ishmael, and 
Isaac, and Jacob, and the 
Patriarchs (Descendants 
of Jacob), and Jesus, 
and Job, and Jonah, and 
Aaron, and Solomon. 
And to David, We gave 
the Psalms.” [Qur’an 
4:163].

This is Isaac in Islam. A 
revered, righteous, and a 
Prophet.

After Isaac, pbuh, 
came Jacob. Jacob’s story 
in Islam is interwoven 
and combined with the 
story of his son, Joseph 
(Yusuf in Arabic, pbuh). 
The Qur’an doesn’t delve 
much into the detailed 
life of Jacob (pbuh), but 
it does highlight certain 
interactions with his sons 
and his profound story 
with his son, Joseph. The 
Qur’an describes Jacob 
as being among the Mus-
lims (those who submit to 
God’s will), the doers of 
good, and the righteous. 
God honored Jacob’s 
family and favored them 
above all peoples (of their 
time).

Jacob is also men-
tioned in the Prophetic 
Tradition (Sunnah) of 
the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh). It’s narrated that 
the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) said: “The noble, 
son of the noble, son 
of the noble, son of the 
noble: (is) Joseph son of 
Jacob son of Isaac son of 
Ibrahim (Abraham, peace 

be upon all of them).” 
This Hadith emphasizes 
the blessed lineage and 
inherent nobility of these 
Prophets. Jacob was 
also mentioned in the 
Qur’an with the name 
“Israel”, which means 
“servant of God”. As we 
read above, the Qur’an 
mentioned Jacob, pbuh, 
among the righteous, a 
noble person, and above 
all a Prophet from God, 
who received the revela-
tion through the angel 
Gabriel, pbuh. Among 
the verses in which Jacob 
was mentioned is the 
one that contains a good 
news to Joseph that he 
will be a Prophet, “And 
so (Oh Joseph) your Lord 
will choose you, and will 
teach you the interpre-
tation of events, and will 
complete His favor upon 
you and upon the House 
of Jacob, just as He com-
pleted it before upon 
your forefathers Abra-
ham and Isaac. Your 
Lord is Knowing and 
Wise.” [Qur’an 12:6].

Qur’an delved into the 
life of Jacob through the 
story of Joseph, pbuh, 
who has a full chapter 
in Qur’an by his name 
“Surah Joseph” which is 
the twelfth chapter of the 
Qur’an. What’s interest-
ing about this Surah is 
that it tells the whole life 
story of Joseph, pbuh. 
The Qur’an describes the 
story of Joseph as the best 
of narratives, the best of 
stories, and the one with 
the most wisdom. I en-
courage readers to read it 
themselves. We shall dis-
cuss Joseph next week.
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LITTLE ROCK, Ark. – 
Seven Arkansas families 
filed a lawsuit Wednesday 
challenging an upcoming 
state requirement that 
public school classrooms 
have posted copies of the 
Ten Commandments, say-
ing the new law will violate 
their constitutional rights.

The federal lawsuit chal-
lenges a measure Republi-
can Gov. Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders signed into law 
earlier this year, similar 
to a requirement enacted 
by Louisiana and one that 
Texas’ governor has said 
he’ll sign.

The Arkansas law takes 

effect in August and re-
quires the Ten Command-
ments to be prominently 
displayed in public school 
classrooms and libraries.

“Permanently posting 
the Ten Commandments 
in every classroom and 
library — rendering them 
unavoidable — unconstitu-

tionally pressures students 
into religious observance, 
veneration, and adoption 
of the state’s favored reli-
gious scripture,” the law-
suit said.

The suit was filed on 
behalf of the families by 
the American Civil Lib-
erties Union, Americans 

United for the Separation 
of Church and State and 
the Freedom from Religion 
Foundation. The lawsuit 
names four school districts 
in northwest Arkansas 
– Fayetteville, Benton-
ville, Siloam Springs and 
Springdale – as defen-
dants.

A spokesperson for 
Fayetteville schools said 
the district would not com-
ment on pending litigation, 
while the other three dis-
tricts did not immediately 
respond to requests for 
comment.

– AP

Families file suit challenging Arkansas law that requires Ten Commandments in classrooms

St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.

Sunday Mass
8:30 | 11:15 a.m. 

1 p.m. (en español)
Tue & Thu Mass

12:10 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m.
6 p.m. (en español)

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m. | 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confessions
Tues-Fri | 11:30-12 p.m.

Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886

11 I will remember the deeds 
of the LORD; yes, I will remember 
your miracles of long ago.

12 I will meditate on all your works 
and consider all your mighty deeds.

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

Th e Islamic 
Society of Stillwater

616 N. Washington St.

Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM

For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY

Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm

Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES

Sunday ................................10:30am

Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

John 15:13

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.

G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.

Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.

Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.

Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

421 E. Richmond Rd. | sunnybrookcc.org
SUNDAY SERVICES

8:15 AM | 9:45 AM | 11:15 AM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH
6:30 PM - Kids, Students & Adult Studies

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM - Student, 

College & Adult

KIDS 
CHURCH
All Services
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