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Ibrahim (pbuh), finale
Prophet Ibrahim, peace 

be upon him (pbuh), exert-
ed every possible effort to 
awaken his people to the 
belief in the Oneness of 
God, the Almighty, Allah 
(Allah is the name of God in 
both Arabic and Aramaic. 
It is pronounced with an 
emphatic L, as in Luck.) 
His mission was the same as 
that of all the messengers 
of God: to call people to 
the worship of the one true 
Creator and to abandon 
all forms of idolatry. The 
Qur’an recounts this with 
powerful clarity:

 “Recite to them the story 
of Ibrahim. When he said 
to his father and his people. 
‘What do you worship?’ 
They said: ‘We worship 
idols, and to them we are 
ever devoted.’ He said: ‘Do 
they hear you when you call 
on them? Or do they benefit 
you, or do they harm you?’ 
They said: ‘Nay, but we 
found our fathers doing so.’ 
He said: ‘Do you observe 
that which you have been 
worshiping, you and your 
ancient fathers? Verily! 
They are enemies to me, 
save the Lord of the Alamin 
(mankind, jinn, and all that 
exists), Who has created 
me, and it is He Who guides 
me, and it is He Who feeds 
me and gives me to drink. 
And when I am ill, it is He 
who cures me; and Who 
will cause me to die and 
then will bring me to life 
again and Who I hope will 
forgive me my faults on 
the Day of Resurrection.’”  
[Qur’an 26: 69-82]

This passage reveals the 
clarity, logic, and spiritu-

al sincerity of Ibrahim’s 
(pbuh) call. He rejected 
inherited tradition for the 
sake of reason and divine 
guidance. His argument 
was not simply rhetorical, 
it was based on undeniable 
truths of life: creation, 
guidance, sustenance, heal-
ing, death, and resurrec-
tion. These were all under 
God’s domain, and no idol 
could claim such power, if it 
could claim at all!

Elsewhere, the Qur’an 
further affirms Ibrahim’s 
(pbuh) mission and mes-
sage, emphasizing his 
unwavering monotheism 
and fearless challenge to 
falsehood:

 “And remember Ibrahim 
when he said to his people: 
‘Worship Allah Alone and 
fear Him—that is better 
for you if you did but know. 
You worship besides Allah 
only idols, and you only in-
vent falsehood. Verily, those 
whom you worship beside 
Allah have no power to 
give you provision, so seek 
your provision from Allah 
Alone, and worship Him 
and be grateful to Him. To 
Him you will be brought 
back (to the truth). And if 
you deny, then nations be-
fore you have denied their 
Messengers. The duty of 
the Messenger is only to 
convey the Message plain-
ly.’ See they not how Allah 
originates creation, then 
will repeat it. Verily, that is 
easy for Allah. Say: ‘Travel 
in the land and see how 
Allah originated creation, 
and then Allah will bring 
forth (resurrect) the cre-
ation of the Hereafter (i.e., 

resurrection after death), 
verily, Allah is Able to do 
all things.’ He punishes 
whom He wills and shows 
mercy to whom He wills, 
and to Him you will be 
returned. And you cannot 
escape in the earth or in the 
heaven. And besides Allah, 
you have neither any Wali 
(Protector or guardian) 
nor any Helper. And those 
who disbelieve in the Ayat 
(proofs, lessons, signs, evi-
dences, verses, revelations, 
etc.) of Allah and the Meet-
ing with Him, it is they who 
have no hope of My Mercy, 
and it is they who will have 
a painful torment.” [Qur’an 
22:16-23]

These verses highlight 
not only the spiritual depth 
of Ibrahim’s (pbuh) call but 
also its universal reach. 
His message transcends 
time and place, challenging 
every society that clings 
to inherited falsehoods 
and blind traditions. With 
logic, compassion, and a 
firm grounding in divine 
revelation, Ibrahim (pbuh) 
laid down the foundations 
of true faith for all genera-
tions to come.

When his people refused 
to accept the message, 
Prophet Ibrahim (pbuh) 
decided to leave his city 
and his people, as he had 

promised. He took his wife, 
Sarah, and departed. The 
Qur’an does not mention 
where he went or the details 
of his travels. This omission 
reflects a broader Qur’anic 
pattern: it narrates synop-
ses of events to highlight 
their moral and theological 
lessons, particularly the 
core message of Islam—
worshiping the One true 
God.

According to Hadith 
(the traditions of Proph-
et Muhammad, peace be 
upon him, which include 
his sayings and actions), 
Hajar (also spelled Hajir) 
was Egyptian. Therefore, it 
is understood that Ibrahim 
(pbuh) must have visited 
Egypt. Hajar would later 
become his second wife. 
Muslim scholars report that 
Ibrahim first left his people 
and traveled with his wife 
Sarah and his nephew Lot 
(Lut) from the city of Ur to 
Haran, and then onward to 
Palestine.

During his visit to Egypt, 
scholars say that Ibrahim 
was given Hajar as a gift, 
initially to serve as a maid 
to Sarah. Another indica-
tion of his visit to Egypt is 
found in the Qur’an, which 
mentions that Ibrahim 
owned a herd of cows. Cows 
are traditionally farming 
animals and were well 
known in Egyptian agricul-
ture. This detail may serve 
as a subtle reference to his 
presence in Egypt. The 
Qur’an says:

 “Has the story reached 
you of the honored guests 
of Abraham? When they 
entered upon him and 

(they) said, ‘Peace!’ He said, 
‘Peace, [to] a people un-
known.’ Then he went to his 
family and came with a fat 
[roasted] calf.”

 [Qur’an 11:69].
Ibrahim (pbuh) had no 

children, and like any man, 
he longed to have a son. 
Sarah had not become preg-
nant, and understanding 
her husband’s wish, she 
suggested he take Hajar 
as a wife. Hajar became 
pregnant and gave birth 
to Isma‘il (Ishmael, pbuh). 
This brought immense hap-
piness and satisfaction to 
Ibrahim (pbuh). The Qur’an 
and Hadith do not elaborate 
on the nature of the rela-
tionship between Sarah and 
Hajar.

Ibrahim (pbuh) was 
known for his generosity. 
He loved receiving guests 
and offering them food, 
as is evident in various 
accounts of his hospitality. 
One day, Ibrahim (pbuh) 
received guests. Their 
number is not mentioned in 
the Qur’an, as it is the mes-
sage, not the messengers 
is what’s important. The 
messengers were angels, 
so when Ibrahim (pbuh) 
offered them the roasted 
calf, he could see they did 
not eat. Ibrahim (pbuh) got 
scared! The Qur’an recounts 
the story elegantly and 
precisely: “But when he saw 
their hands not reaching 
towards it, he became sus-
picious of them, and con-
ceived fear of them. They 
said, ‘Do not fear, we are 
sent to the people of Lot.’ 
And his wife was standing 
by, so she laughed. Then 

We gave her good news 
of Isaac, and after Isaac, 
Jacob. She said, “Alas for 
me. Would I give birth 
when I am an old woman, 
and this husband of mine is 
an old man? This is some-
thing strange. They said, 
“Do you marvel at Allah’s 
command? Allah’s mercy 
and His Blessings be upon 
you, O People of the House-
hold! He is Praiseworthy 
and Glorious.” [Qur’an 11: 
70-73].

Sarah, who accepted 
her destiny of not having 
children of her own, was 
standing next to the guests, 
and then she laughed when 
she heard the guests as-
sure Ibrahim (pbuh) of his 
safety. Then their guests 
gave her the good news 
that she would have Isaac 
and the name Jacob means 
“who comes after!” I find it 
more than amazing when I 
learned that the name Isaac 
means “laugh”. Ibrahim 
(pbuh) was also given the 
good news of Jacob (from 
Isaac), and this means that 
Ibrahim (pbuh) was given 
the good news of descen-
dants.

This was the story of 
Ibrahim (pbuh), giving the 
main points of the life of 
Ibrahim (pbuh) as men-
tioned in the Quran. Next 
week we will read about the 
story of Lot (pbuh). The 
story of Lut starts from 
the same visit of Ibrahim’s 
(pbuh) guests.

Author: hatim.hegab@
gmail.com

Information: https://
icstillwater.org

VATICAN CITY – 
Pope Leo XIV, history’s 
first American pope, on 
Thursday made his first 
American bishop appoint-
ment as he named Bishop 
Michael Pham as bishop 
of San Diego, California.

Pham, 58, is currently 
an auxiliary bishop in the 
diocese. He fills the va-
cancy created when Pope 

Francis named Cardinal 
Robert McElroy arch-
bishop of Washington 
D.C. earlier this year.

Pham, who was born 
in Da Nang, Vietnam, 
was ordained a priest in 
the San Diego diocese 
in 1999 and was made a 
bishop in 2023. He was 
in charge of program-
ming for the dioceses’ 

ethnic groups and as of 
March had been the main 
diocesan administrator. 
The diocese of San Diego 
counts about 1.3 million 
Catholics in a total pop-
ulation of about 3.5 mil-
lion people, according to 
the U.S. Catholic bishops 
conference.

Prior to his election 
May 8, the former Cardi-

nal Robert Prevost head-
ed the Vatican’s bishops 
office and in that capac-
ity would have reviewed 
and vetted Pham’s file.

In another appoint-
ment Thursday, Leo 
named a nun as the No. 
2 in the Vatican’s con-
gregation for religious 
orders, a possible sign 
that he plans to contin-

ue Francis’ efforts to 
promote more women to 
decision-making roles in 
the Vatican.

Sister Tiziana Merletti, 
the former head of the 
Franciscan Sisters of the 
Poor, is a canon lawyer 
and now reports to Sister 
Simona Brambilla, whom 
Francis in January ap-
pointed as the first-ever 

woman to head a major 
Holy See office.

Associated Press re-
ligion coverage receives 
support through the AP’s 
collaboration with The 
Conversation US, with 
funding from Lilly En-
dowment Inc. The AP is 
solely responsible for this 
content.

– AP

Pope Leo XIV makes first U.S. bishop appointment, fills San Diego vacancy

St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.
Sunday Mass
8:30 | 11:15 a.m. 

1 p.m. (en español)
Tue & Thu Mass

12:10 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m.
6 p.m. (en español)

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m. | 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confessions
Tues-Fri | 11:30-12 p.m.

Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886

11 I will remember the deeds 
of the LORD; yes, I will remember 
your miracles of long ago.

12 I will meditate on all your works 
and consider all your mighty deeds.

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

3rd & Knoblock • 372-2744

Sunday School
9:15 am

Worship Service
10:30 am

� e Islamic 
Society of Stillwater

616 N. Washington St.
Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM
For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY
Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm
Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday ................................10:30am
Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

Romans 5:5

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.
Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.
Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

421 E. Richmond Rd. | sunnybrookcc.org
SUNDAY SERVICES

8:15 AM | 9:45 AM | 11:15 AM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH
6:30 PM - Kids, Students & Adult Studies

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM - Student, 

College & Adult

KIDS 
CHURCH
All Services
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