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Ibrahim (pbuh), Part 5
We are still with Ibrahim 

(Abraham), peace be upon 
him (pbuh). 

Ibrahim, pbuh, has done 
everything he can to call 
his people to worshiping 
God the Almighty (Allah, 
Allah is the name of God in 
Arabic and Aramaic). The 
right path that all God’s 
messengers and prophets 
had called their people to 
follow. His last call was to 
his father, and when his 
father refused, he told him 
he would leave him and his 
people, that is, to migrate 
to another place where he 
could worship God alone, 
and not be harassed by his 
people. Ibrahim, pbuh, de-
cided to leave his home city 
(his home).

Ibrahim (pbuh) meets the 
Nemrod: After leaving his 
people, Prophet Ibrahim 
(peace be upon him) encoun-
tered one of the region’s 
most powerful rulers  – 
King Nimrod. The Qur’an 
captures this significant 
exchange in a concise yet 
profound verse, highlight-
ing Ibrahim’s unwavering 
commitment to his faith. 
This steadfastness is hardly 
surprising following the 
miracle of his deliverance 
from the fire.

The Qur’an states: “Have 
you not considered the one 
who argued with Abraham 
about his Lord – [simply] 
because Allah had grant-
ed him kingship? When 
Abraham said, ‘My Lord is 
the One who gives life and 
causes death,’ he replied, 
‘I too give life and cause 
death.’ Abraham said, ‘In-
deed, Allah brings the sun 
from the east—so bring it 
from the west.’ So the dis-

believer was dumbfounded. 
And Allah does not guide 
the wrongdoing people.” 
[Qur’an 2:258]

In just a few lines, the 
verse reveals both the ar-
rogance of power and the 
brilliance of those who 
believe in the divine truth. 
When Ibrahim proclaimed 
that it is God alone who 
gives life and causes death, 
the king attempted to 
challenge this by present-
ing a shallow analogy: he 
summoned two prisoners, 
pardoned one and executed 
the other, claiming this act 
constituted giving life and 
causing death. However, 
Ibrahim swiftly exposed the 
absurdity of this logic. He 
redirected the conversation 
to a universal constant, the 
rising of the sun, and chal-
lenged the king to alter its 
course. Ibrahim (pbuh) told 
the king the sun rises from 
the east, bring it from the 
West!

Faced with a reality far 
beyond his control, the king 
was left speechless – his 
argument shattered by a 
truth he could neither re-
fute nor manipulate. While 
the Qur’an does not elab-
orate further on the after-
math of this encounter, it 
is likely that the king knew 
Ibrahim (pbuh) was leaving 
the city and may have even 
felt relieved to see him go. 
Yet an important question 
arises: Why didn’t the king 
simply order Ibrahim’s exe-
cution?

Though this question is 
rarely addressed in tradi-
tional Islamic studies, one 
can reflect on the deeper im-
plications. A ruler as pow-
erful as Nimrod would not 

have hesitated to eliminate 
a perceived threat. Howev-
er, after witnessing or at 
least hearing of the miracu-
lous incident in which Ibra-
him (pbuh) was saved from 
the fire, the king may have 
realized that Ibrahim was 
under divine protection. He 
had just been publicly con-
fronted by a man who spoke 
with clarity, conviction, 
and whose words were con-
firmed by signs from the 
natural world.

The king, intelligent and 
politically aware, may have 
reasoned that if this man 
truly was supported by a 
God who could give life, 
cause death and control 
cosmic events, then at-
tempting to kill him could 
end in disaster. Failure to 
execute Ibrahim would not 
only undermine the king’s 
authority but also expose 
the limits of his power. In 
sparing Ibrahim (pbuh), 
the king may have hoped 
to preserve the illusion of 
control, all while quietly 
acknowledging the presence 
of a greater power – one he 
could neither challenge nor 
overcome.

Ibrahim’s Quest for Re-
assurance: After distancing 
himself from his people 
and settling in a new land 
(where exactly was not spec-
ified in the Qur’an), Proph-
et Ibrahim (pbuh) posed an 

extraordinary question to 
his Lord – one that reflect-
ed not doubt, but a deep, 
spiritual yearning. Having 
received divine revelation 
through the angel Gabriel 
(pbuh), Ibrahim (pbuh) was 
certain of God’s existence 
and power. Yet, his heart 
sought a tangible demon-
stration of one of the most 
awe-inspiring aspects of 
divine ability: the resurrec-
tion of the dead.

This request was entirely 
consistent with Ibrahim’s 
lifelong pursuit of truth. 
From a young age, he ques-
tioned the worship of celes-
tial bodies – the stars, the 
moon, and the sun – before 
ultimately recognizing that 
none of these were divine. 
He understood that true di-
vinity lies beyond what can 
be seen. Still, as a seeker of 
certainty and understand-
ing, he longed to witness a 
miracle that would deepen 
his conviction and bring 
tranquility to his soul.

The Qur’an narrates this 
sacred exchange: “And 
when Ibrahim (Abraham) 
said, ‘My Lord, show me 
how You give life to the 
dead.’ He (Allah) said, 
‘Have you not believed?’ 
He (Ibrahim) said, ‘Yes, 
but to reassure my heart.’ 
He (Allah) said, ‘Take four 
birds, and draw them to 
yourself (slaughter and mix 
their pieces), then place a 
part on each hill. Then call 
them, and they will come 
rushing to you. And know 
that Allah is Powerful and 
Wise” [Qur’an 2:260].

This verse presents a 
profound spiritual moment. 
Ibrahim’s request, “Show 
me how You give life to the 

dead,” reflects a desire to 
witness divine power in 
action, not because of dis-
belief, but to strengthen his 
faith. Allah the Almighty 
responds with a question – 
“Have you not believed?” 
– not as a reprimand, but to 
highlight the depth of Ibra-
him’s (pbuh) faith. Ibrahim 
affirms his belief but ex-
presses a need to “reassure 
[his] heart,” acknowledging 
that even the strongest 
faith can seek clarity and 
confirmation.

God then gives Ibrahim a 
powerful, symbolic demon-
stration. Ibrahim (pbuh) 
is instructed to take four 
birds, slaughter them, mix 
their parts, and distribute 
portions on various hills. 
When he calls them, the 
birds return to him alive. 
This miraculous event 
serves as both a literal and 
metaphorical illustration of 
resurrection: God, who has 
the power to bring dismem-
bered life back together, 
surely has the power to res-
urrect the dead. The verse 
concludes with a reminder 
of God’s attributes: “And 
know that Allah is Pow-
erful and Wise.” In other 
words, God’s actions are 
not random or impulsive—
they stem from boundless 
power coupled with perfect 
wisdom. The story encap-
sulates the harmony of 
faith and reason, belief and 
inquiry, reminding us that 
seeking understanding is 
not a sign of weakness but 
of sincere devotion.

But Ibrahim’s (pbuh) re-
quest represents something 
deeper. It was a miracle for 
all humanity. God the Al-
mighty is so kind to give a 

miracle to a human being as 
a miracle for all humans. It 
has been given to mankind 
and it is only for one time. 
If one decides to believe, it 
his choice. If one decides 
not to believe, it is one’s 
choice, and one will be enti-
tled to their choice.

Now that Ibrahim (pbuh) 
had settled in a new land 
and witnessed a miracle 
that reassured his heart, 
Ibrahim (pbuh) began to 
think of children. Ibra-
him (pbuh) was married 
to Sarah. Some sources 
say she was his cousin, 
although this was never 
mentioned in the Qur’an 
and Hadith (traditions of 
the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh), which is everything 
he had said or any action he 
took).

In one day, Ibrahim 
(pbuh) received some 
guests. The number of 
guests was not mentioned 
in the Qur’an, for their 
number will not add to the 
story’s morals. The Qur’an 
says: “And Our envoys came 
to Ibrahim (Abraham) 
with good news. They said, 
“Peace.” He said, “Peace.” 
Soon after, he came with 
a roasted calf. But when 
he saw their hands not 
reaching towards it, he 
became suspicious of them 
and conceived fear of them. 
They said, ‘Do not fear, we 
are sent to the people of 
Lot.’” [Qur’an 11:70]. What 
happened then we shall read 
next week.
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VATICAN CITY – Pope 
Leo XIV met Thursday 
at the Vatican with the 
head of the Greek Catholic 
Church in Ukraine, in one 
of his first audiences as 
pontiff that reaffirmed his 
appeal for a peaceful, nego-
tiated end to Russia’s war.

His Beatitude Sviatoslav 
Shevchuk said he invited 
Leo to visit Ukraine and 

presented the pope with 
a list of prisoners held by 
Russia. The Vatican under 
Pope Francis had worked 
for prisoner exchanges, as 
well as for the return of 
Ukrainian children taken 
to live in Russian-occupied 
territories.

The Vatican didn’t re-
lease any statement after 
the audience, one of the 

first private audiences held 
by Leo since his election 
May 8.

In his first Sunday noon 
blessing as pope, and again 
during an audience with 
pilgrims from eastern rite 
churches this week, Leo 
has appealed for an end to 
the war and expressed sol-
idarity with the Ukrainian 
people.

“I carry in my heart the 
sufferings of the beloved 
Ukrainian people. Let ev-
erything possible be done 
to achieve genuine, just 
and lasting peace as soon 
as possible. May all the 
prisoners be freed, and may 
the children return to their 
families,” he said Sunday.

The Vatican secretary 
of state, Cardinal Pietro 

Parolin, said it was “pre-
mature” to think of a pos-
sible papal visit to Kyiv, 
which Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had 
also suggested during a 
first phone call with Leo on 
Monday.

The Vatican has a tradi-
tion of diplomatic neutral-
ity. Leo has vowed “every 
effort” to try to bring Rus-

sia and Ukraine to the ne-
gotiating table. “The Holy 
See is always ready to help 
bring enemies together, 
face to face, to talk to one 
another, so that peoples 
everywhere may once more 
find hope and recover the 
dignity they deserve, the 
dignity of peace,” he said 
on Wednesday.

– AP

Pope meets with head of Greek Catholic Church in Ukraine, who invites him to Kyiv
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11 I will remember the deeds 
of the LORD; yes, I will remember 
your miracles of long ago.

12 I will meditate on all your works 
and consider all your mighty deeds.
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
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616 N. Washington St.
Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM
For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST BAPTIST 
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www.zionlutheranstw.org
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Bible study.....................................7:00 PM
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Phone: 405-372-2411
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Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
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Stillwater Bible
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Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
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Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.
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