
Weekend, May 10, 2025 Stillwater News Press C7Faith

Guest 
Column

HATIM HEGAB

Ibrahim (pbuh), Part 4, How it began?
Last week, we examined 

how Prophet Ibrahim 
(Abraham), peace be upon 
him (pbuh), engaged with 
his family in his call. 
We briefly noted that he 
addressed his father and 
paternal uncle, Azar. 
While the Qur’an does not 
explicitly state the nature 
of Azar’s relationship 
to Ibrahim, there is near 
consensus among scholars 
that Azar was his uncle, 
not his biological father. 
The Qur’an recounts: “And 
[mention] when Ibrahim 
said to his father, Azar: 
‘Do you take idols as gods? 
Indeed, I see you and your 
people in manifest error.’” 
[Qur’an 6:74]. Scholars 
suggest that Azar was a 
sculptor who crafted idols 
from stone and sold them 
for worship, a central part 
of his uncle’s income. 
This context highlights 
the potential economic 
disruption Ibrahim’s mes-
sage posed to his family’s 
livelihood and the broader 
society.

But how did it all begin 
with Ibrahim? Interesting-
ly, the answer to that ques-
tion lies in another: Why 
did it begin?

As we’ve discussed in 
previous articles, Ibrahim 
(pbuh) was a young man 
when he began contemplat-
ing the universe and the 
many signs that pointed to 
the existence of a Creator. 
It was through deep reflec-
tion on the natural world, 
the stars, the moon, the 
sun, and all that surrounds 
us, that he came to believe 
in a higher power behind 
it all.

It is often the youth who 
ask the boldest questions. 
They challenge the status 
quo and think beyond 
inherited norms. Young 
people are not yet entan-
gled in social obligations or 
bound by deep ties to those 
in power. Their dreams 
remain vivid, their ambi-
tions unshaped by wealth 
or position. They still dare 
to take the first step, even 
if it goes against the tide. 
Ibrahim (pbuh) was no ex-
ception. His youthful clari-
ty and courage sparked the 
journey that would define 
him as one of the greatest 
prophets in human history.

When Ibrahim’s uncle 
did not care much about 
Ibrahim’s remarks (remem-
ber he did not threaten any 
harm to Ibrahim, which is 
a good indicator that he did 
not take Ibrahim’s remarks 
seriously, Ibrahim was not 
left alone. God (Allah) the 
Almighty was watching 
him and guiding him. 
Allah is the name of God 
in Arabic and Aramaic. 
Aramaic is the language 
spoken by Jesus, pbuh, 
from which the Arabic 
language descended.) The 
next verse says: “Thus did 
we show Ibrahim (Abra-
ham) the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth that 
he be one of those who 
have Faith with certainty.” 
[Qur’an 6: 75]. The word 
“Thus” indicates that Ibra-
him (pbuh) was not alone.

So what exactly happened 
that gave Ibrahim (pbuh) 
the deep faith in God? 
Ibrahim (pbuh), as a young 
man, started with what he 
had at hand. There must be 

a god, a Supreme Being, re-
sponsible for this creation. 
This Supreme Being must 
be worshiped. So the idea 
that there must be a god is 
already in Ibrahim’s (pbuh) 
mind, and that god must 
be worshiped. But who and 
where is this god? Why did 
Ibrahim (pbuh) ask these 
two questions? Again, as 
a normal human being, he 
started from what he had at 
hand. His people worshiped 
many gods, and he believed 
the true god must be One, 
for he must not “need” 
anything, nor anyone, not 
even a partner or help. Sur-
rounded by many statues, 
Ibrahim (pbuh) thought the 
true god must be seen!

The Quran describes 
Ibrahim’s confusion: 
“When the night fell over 
him, he saw a planet. He 
said, ‘This is my lord!’ 
But when it set, he said, 
‘I do not like those that 
set.’ Then, when he saw 
the moon rising, he said, 
‘This is my lord!’ But when 
it set, he said, ‘If my Lord 
does not guide me, I will be 
of the misguided people.’ 
Then, when he saw the sun 
rising, he said, “This is my 
Lord!—it is the biggest.” 
But when it set, he said, “O 
my people, I am innocent 
(have nothing to do) with 
your idolatry. I have turned 

my face (in worship) 
towards Him Who cre-
ated the heavens and the 
earth—a monotheist—and 
I am not of the polythe-
ists.” [Qur’an 6: 76-79].

These verses are pro-
foundly important in illus-
trating how a young man, 
Ibrahim (pbuh), was deeply 
engaged in searching for 
the true meaning of life. 
Unlike his people, who had 
been blindly following in-
herited traditions for gen-
erations, Ibrahim (pbuh) 
paused to question the very 
foundations of their be-
liefs. Not one among them 
seemed to ask: What exact-
ly are we doing? Does any 
of this make sense?

Despite possessing in-
tellect, reason, and the 
ability to reflect, human 
beings were carving idols 
out of stone, objects made 
by their own hands, and 
then worshiping them as 
gods. Ibrahim’s awakening 
highlights the power of in-
dependent thought and the 
courage it takes to break 
free from cultural inertia 
in pursuit of truth.

Ibrahim (pbuh) began his 
journey by first seeking to 
prove to himself, before 
convincing others, that 
there must be a true Cre-
ator of this universe. He 
was actively searching for 
Him and for the right path 
that would lead to Him. 
Like anyone beginning 
such a journey, he imag-
ined that this divine being 
must be unique, majestic, 
powerful, radiant, and 
high above everything.

So when he saw a bright 
celestial object, most likely 

Venus or Jupiter, depend-
ing on the time of year, 
though the Qur’an does 
not specify, Ibrahim (pbuh) 
considered it a possible 
candidate for divinity. It 
was luminous, elevated, 
and seemed to watch over 
the world from the sky. 
Yet, he did not place full, 
true faith in this newly 
“discovered” god! A few 
hours later, the planet set. 
The disappearance of some-
thing thought to be divine 
didn’t sit well with him. 
Could a god simply vanish? 
That, he reasoned, could 
not be right.

Then he saw the moon, 
likely full and bright, 
filling the night sky. De-
lighted by its appearance, 
he exclaimed in wonder 
and suspicion, “This is my 
Lord!” But the moon, too, 
stayed for only a while and 
then disappeared beyond 
the horizon. Once again, 
Ibrahim (pbuh) was un-
convinced. A true God, he 
thought, cannot come and 
go.

Finally, the sun rose. Its 
sheer brightness and size 
must have struck him with 
awe. At that time, who 
wouldn’t consider such a 
powerful celestial body to 
possess mysterious, possi-
bly divine powers? Ibrahim 
(pbuh) declared, again in 
contemplation, “This is my 
Lord, this is bigger!” This 
statement reveals some-
thing profound: Ibrahim 
was sincerely looking for a 
god he could see. Perhaps 
he even hoped to communi-
cate with him directly.

But, like the others, the 
sun eventually set. This 

marked a turning point. 
Ibrahim (pbuh) concluded 
that none of these celestial 
objects, no matter how 
magnificent, could be the 
Creator. He turned to his 
people and said: “O my peo-
ple, I am free from what 
you associate with Allah.” 
[Qur’an 6:78] Ibrahim’s 
words suggest that his peo-
ple did worship the stars, 
moon, and sun, possibly 
through their physical rep-
resentations as idols.

Ibrahim (pbuh) then 
made the most logical and 
heartfelt decision: “Indeed, 
I have turned my face 
toward Him who created 
the heavens and the earth, 
inclining toward truth, and 
I am not of those who as-
sociate others with Allah.” 
[Qur’an 6:79] His journey 
is a model of honest inqui-
ry, sincere reflection, and 
unwavering commitment 
to truth.

This story often prompts 
an important question: Did 
Ibrahim (pbuh) ever wor-
ship anything other than 
the One True God, Allah, 
before finding his way to 
the Lord of the heavens and 
the earth? The answer is 
a clear and emphatic: No. 
Ibrahim (pbuh) was never a 
worshiper of those celestial 
objects. Rather, he was 
searching, deeply and sin-
cerely, for the Almighty. He 
never placed his faith in the 
stars, moon, or sun. There 
is powerful evidence for this 
interpretation, which we 
shall read next week.
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ATHENS, Greece — 
The spiritual leader of 
the world’s Orthodox 
Christians has said that 
religious faith should serve 
as humanity’s safeguard 
amid rapidly advancing 
technology and what he de-
scribed as the “impending 
robotocracy.”

Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, 85, said 
that Orthodox tradition 
preserves “valuable hu-
man-centric wisdom” 
essential for navigating 

a world of accelerating 
technological change and 
automation.

His comments during an 
event at Athens University 
reflect growing concerns 
across major branches of 
Christianity – and ongoing 
dialogue between them 
– about artificial intelli-
gence’s potential impact on 
human dignity and social 
structures, as well as the 
dangers posed by autono-
mous weapons systems.

“In a world of rapid 

change, an upheaval of 
values, and dizzying tech-
nological advances – from 
artificial intelligence to the 
impending robotocracy – 
our Church proclaims that 
‘there is nothing more sa-
cred than the human being, 
with whom God Himself 
shared His nature,’” Bar-
tholomew said.

The patriarch, who is 
based in Istanbul, Turkey, 
made the remarks late 
Wednesday in a speech 
published on Thursday.

Religious tradition, the 
patriarch said, “upholds 
the absolute priority of the 
person over systems … and 
the need for an education 
that cultivates and sup-
ports the spiritual nature 
of humanity.”

While not opposing tech-
nological advancement, 
Bartholomew emphasized 
the need for innovation to 
remain human-centered.

The comments echo 
similar concerns raised by 
other Christian leaders, 

who increasingly frame 
their responses to AI and 
robotics through theologi-
cal perspectives on human 
uniqueness, free will, and 
spiritual nature.

In guidance issued by 
the Vatican in January, 
the Catholic Church said 
applications of AI “must 
all be evaluated to ensure 
they respect human dignity 
and promote the common 
good.”

The head of the Anglican 
Church traveled to Rome 

last year to sign the Call 
for AI Ethics – an initia-
tive backed by the Italian 
government and supported 
by tech giants IBM and 
Microsoft.

Bartholomew, who is on 
a weeklong visit to Greece, 
met Thursday with Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitso-
takis days after they both 
attended the funeral of 
Pope Francis.

– AP

Orthodox Church leader says faith is humanity’s safeguard against ‘impending robotocracy’
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11 I will remember the deeds 
of the LORD; yes, I will remember 
your miracles of long ago.

12 I will meditate on all your works 
and consider all your mighty deeds.
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