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Ibrahim (Abraham, pbuh), Part 1
This week, we will start 

talking about the Prophet 
and Messenger of God 
Ibrahim (Abraham), peace 
be upon him (pbuh). He’s 
a pivotal figure in mono-
theistic traditions and 
particularly significant in 
Islam. His story contains 
profound lessons about 
faith, sacrifice, and moral 
courage. His willingness 
to question the status quo, 
his unwavering belief in 
the oneness of God despite 
tremendous opposition, 
and his readiness to submit 
completely to divine will 
make him an exemplary 
figure.

The story of Prophet 
Ibrahim (pbuh) is one of 
the longest narratives in 
the Qur’an, second only to 
the story of Prophet Musa 
(Moses, pbuh). Interesting-
ly, the life story of Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh) is not 
narrated in the Qur’an in 
the same way. This raises 
an important question: 
If the Qur’an were not 
a divine revelation and 
the Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) were its author, why 
did he not include his own 
story?

The answer is that the 
Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh) was already well 
known to his people before 
receiving the divine mes-
sage. His companions — 
those who believed in him 
during his lifetime — had 
witnessed his character, his 
life, and the unfolding of 
his mission firsthand while 
living alongside him.

Ibrahim’s (Abraham, 
pbuh) story is significant 
because Jews, Christians, 
and Muslims all claim to 

follow him. Additionally, 
the story of Ibrahim (pbuh) 
in the Qur’an differs in 
many aspects from that 
found in the Torah and the 
Gospels. The Qur’an says, 
“O people of the Scripture 
(Jews and Christians)! 
Why do you dispute about 
Ibrahim (Abraham), while 
the Taurat (Torah) and the 
Injeel (Gospel) were not 
revealed till after him? 
Have you then no sense?” 
[Qur’an 3: 65].

Ibrahim’s story begins 
with him reflecting on 
the idols worshiped by his 
people. He was troubled 
by the notion that his 
community, including his 
family, prayed to entities 
that could neither confer 
good nor cause harm. Ibra-
him (pbuh) employed his 
reasoning and logic to eval-
uate their beliefs. And no, 
he was not a philosopher; 
he was simply a human rea-
soning with his intellect.

At an early age, Ibrahim 
(Abraham) began to ques-
tion the religious practices 
of his community. Though 
the Qur’an does not specify 
his exact age during these 
events, it describes how 
he challenged the funda-
mental assumption that 
humans should worship 
statues and idols. At first, 
Ibrahim (pbuh) tested 
these idols, not because he 
doubted that they could 
be true Gods, but to make 
sure his decision that they 
are not true gods. An im-
perative point in his story. 
The Qur’an tells us that 
Ibrahim, a descendant of 
Nuh (Noah, pbuh) and a 
follower of the true mes-
sage: “And of his (Noah) 

kind was Ibrahim (Abra-
ham). When he came to his 
Lord with a sound heart.” 
[Qur’an 37: 83-84]. In 
chapter 37, the Quran re-
cords the details of his call: 
“When he said to his fa-
ther and his people, “What 
are you worshiping? Is 
it falsified gods, instead 
of Allah, that you want? 
What is your opinion about 
the Lord of the Worlds?” 
[Qur’an 37: 85-86]. Anoth-
er point that set Ibrahim 
(Abraham) in a category 
by himself. He is occupied 
with the idea of the true 
Creator who created all 
this world and the universe 
shown above his head.

Ibrahim (pbuh), from 
my point of view, was the 
first recorded human being 
to use reasoning to reach 
Allah (pronounced with an 
emphatic “L” is the name 
of God in both Arabic and 
Aramaic), not only that but 
he also used experiments, 
another profoundly im-
portant point in his story. 
The Qur’an says: “Then he 
took a glance at the stars.” 
[Qur’an 37: 88]. Why did 
he take this glance? Some 
scholars say, “It is because 
his people worshiped stars 
and planets and made stat-
ues for them,” but I believe 
he was waiting for that cer-
tain day of the year when 
they have their major cele-

bration outside the city.
Ibrahim (pbuh) have a 

plan. The verses that follow 
the previous one are why 
I believe this explanation. 
The Qur’an continues: 
“And said, ‘I am sick.’ But 
they turned their backs on 
him and went away. Then 
he turned to their gods and 
said, ‘Will you not eat? 
What is wrong with you 
that you do not speak?’” 
[Qur’an 37: 89-92]. He 
waited for this day to test 
these gods and to prove a 
point to his people. The 
Qur’an continues: “Then 
he turned on them, strik-
ing with the right hand.” 
[Qur’an 37: 93]. This was 
the test! If the god can’t 
defend themselves, how 
do their worshipers expect 
them to be of any help to 
them? Worse, how do their 
worshipers expect them to 
protect or defend them at 
times of need?

In another place in 
the Qur’an, Allah The 
Almighty reveals the dis-
cussion between Ibrahim 
and his people before he 
decided his plan and put 
it into action. Allah The 
Almighty reveals: “And We 
gave Abraham his sound 
judgment formerly, and 
We knew him well. When 
he said to his father and 
his people, ‘What are these 
statues to which you are de-
voted?’” [Qur’an 21:51-52]

The response Ibrahim re-
ceived was strikingly sim-
ple, yet deeply troubling. 
The Qur’an records: “They 
said, ‘We found our forefa-
thers worshiping them.’” 
[Qur’an 21:53].

This answer reveals a 
profound human tendency: 

the inclination to follow 
inherited traditions with-
out critical examination. 
Rather than engaging with 
facts and truth, Ibrahim’s 
people chose the comfort 
of ancestral practices, per-
haps out of fear of indepen-
dent thought or the respon-
sibility it entails. What’s 
particularly striking is 
that people would gamble 
their eternal existence on 
unexamined beliefs. For 
those who believe in ac-
countability and life after 
death, it seems remark-
ably incautious to base 
one’s eternal destiny on 
inherited practices rather 
than making a thoughtful, 
calculated decision for one-
self. Ibrahim’s questioning 
exemplifies the Qur’anic 
emphasis on rational 
faith — belief founded not 
merely on tradition but on 
thoughtful consideration 
of divine signs and messag-
es. Ibrahim’s answer was, 
as revealed in the Qur’an: 
“He said, ‘You and your 
forefathers have obviously 
been astray’” [Qur’an 21: 
54]. What an answer!

Ibrahim (pbuh) asked a 
profound and thought-pro-
voking question — one 
that should have stirred 
deep reflection. Yet, his 
people responded with an 
answer that revealed their 
indifference. In reply, Ibra-
him (pbuh) stated plainly 
that both they and their 
forefathers were mistak-
en — clear and direct. 
Had they truly believed in 
what they worshiped, they 
would have either argued 
with evidence or asked 
him for proof. Instead, 
the Qur’an records their 

answer: “They said, ‘Did 
you come to us with the 
truth, or are you playing?’” 
[Qur’an 21: 55]. This is 
another example showing 
that people often argue not 
to seek the truth but to 
convince themselves they 
aren’t wrong—especially 
when the one challenging 
them is younger. Ego also 
plays a significant role; 
many refuse to accept a 
more logical argument 
simply because they don’t 
want the other person to 
‘win.’ In response to this, 
Ibrahim (pbuh) said: “He 
said, ‘Your Lord is the Lord 
of the heavens and the 
earth, He who originated 
them, and I bear witness to 
that.’” [Quran 21: 56]. 

Ibrahim (pbuh) knew 
with certainty that Allah is 
the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth. But how did 
he come to this knowledge? 
Did he receive divine reve-
lation, or was he taught the 
message passed down from 
Nuh (Noah,pbuh)? The 
Qur’an provides answers to 
these questions.

Ibrahim then set his plan 
into motion when he said: 
“By Allah, I will have a 
plan for your statues after 
you have gone away. So he 
reduced them into pieces, 
except for their biggest, so 
that they may return to it.” 
[Quran 21: 57-58]. When 
his people came back from 
their big day (of celebra-
tion), they went to their 
temple to thank their gods 
and found that they were 
all turned into shreds.
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VATICAN CITY – Pope 
Francis visited Rome’s cen-
tral prison Thursday and 
met with dozens of inmates 
as he kept an Easter sea-
son appointment to spend 
Holy Thursday among the 
least fortunate, even as he 
continues recovering from 
a life-threatening bout of 
pneumonia.

Francis met for nearly 
a half-hour with some 70 
inmates at the Regina Caeli 

prison in Rome’s Trastevere 
neighborhood. It’s a prison 
Francis has visited before 
to perform the annual Holy 
Thursday ritual of washing 
the feet of 12 people to 
re-enact Christ’s gesture of 
humble service of washing 
the feet of 12 apostles be-
fore his crucifixion.

Francis told the inmates 
he couldn’t do it this year, 
given his health, but want-
ed to nevertheless be with 

them and “do what Jesus 
did on Holy Thursday.”

The fact that the 
88-year-old pope kept the 
appointment, when he 
is under doctors’ orders 
to take it easy and avoid 
crowds, was a clear sign of 
the importance he places 
on prison ministry and the 
need for priests to serve 
those most on the margins. 
That is all the more true 
during the 2025 Holy Year, 

which both opened and will 
close with special papal 
events for prison inmates.

“Every time I enter one 
of these places, I ask my-
self: ‘Why them and not 
me?’” Francis told report-
ers outside the prison in 
his first off-the-cuff com-
ments since he got sick.

Francis was expected to 
make at least some other 
Easter-time appearances 
over the coming days, even 

as cardinals will preside 
in his place during Holy 
Week’s busy events. He 
made a surprise cameo at 
the end of Palm Sunday 
Mass last weekend and in 
recent days has made some 
unannounced visits  – in-
cluding one in which he 
wasn’t dressed in his papal 
white cassock – to pray in 
St. Peter’s Basilica and St. 
Mary Major basilica across 
town.

By all indications he 
is continuing to improve 
after his five-week hospital 
stay and is slowly resuming 
some of his normal activ-
ities. In recent outings, 
including on Thursday, he 
has been seen without the 
nasal tubes that provide 
supplemental oxygen and 
Vatican officials say he is 
increasingly less reliant on 
the therapy.

– AP

A recovering Pope Francis visits Rome prison to keep annual Holy Week appointment

St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.
Sunday Mass
8:30 | 11:15 a.m. 

1 p.m. (en español)
Tue & Thu Mass

12:10 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m.
6 p.m. (en español)

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m. | 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confessions
Tues-Fri | 11:30-12 p.m.

Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886

11 I will remember the deeds 
of the LORD; yes, I will remember 
your miracles of long ago.

12 I will meditate on all your works 
and consider all your mighty deeds.

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

3rd & Knoblock • 372-2744

Sunday School
9:15 am

Worship Service
10:30 am

� e Islamic 
Society of Stillwater

616 N. Washington St.
Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM
For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY
Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm
Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday ................................10:30am
Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

Song of Songs 2:11-12

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.
Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.
Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page

11 See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone.11 See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone.

12 Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing of 12 Flowers appear on the earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing of 

doves is heard in our land.doves is heard in our land.

421 E. Richmond Rd. | sunnybrookcc.org
SUNDAY SERVICES

8:15 AM | 9:45 AM | 11:15 AM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH
6:30 PM - Kids, Students & Adult Studies

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM - Student, 

College & Adult

KIDS 
CHURCH
All Services
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