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What is Shahada? The true meaning
The first pillar of Islam 

is the declaration of faith, 
known as the Shahada. 
It is when one declares: 
“I bear witness that there 
is no God but Allah, and 
Muhammad is His ser-
vant and messenger.” This 
fundamental proclamation 
establishes the core of 
Islamic belief. It serves as 
the gateway to Islam (the 
faith).

As we discussed in the 
last article (Stillwater 
News Press, 03/15/25, 
C7), Islam is a purely 
monotheistic religion, and 
this declaration lays this 
foundational principle. 
The Shahada is significant 
because it establishes one’s 
belief in monotheism by 
affirming that Allah alone 
deserves worship. Also, 
the Shahada acknowl-
edges Muhammad (peace 
be upon him) as the final 
messenger of Allah, vali-
dating his teachings and 
example (called Sunnah). 
Furthermore, it represents 
a conscious commitment to 
follow divine guidance.

But what is the true 
meaning of the Shahada? 
Is there a deeper meaning 
attached to it?

Declaring the Shahada 
with sincere belief leads 
to achieving one of the 
greatest goals humans have 
always aspired to. The true 
meaning of the Shahada is 
freedom. This simple asser-
tion achieves the utmost 
freedom possible, whether 
spiritual or personal. This 
confession of faith symbol-
izes freedom in very signif-
icant ways. By recognizing 
Allah SWT (Subhānahu 
Wa Ta’ālā, meaning ‘Glory 
be to Him, the Exalted’) as 
the ultimate authority, a 

believer frees themselves 
from worldly subjugation, 
gaining true independence. 
It eliminates confusion 
between deities; acknowl-
edging that Allah has 
established one’s destiny 
brings clarity and purpose 
to one’s life.

The Shahada enables 
one to grow while avoiding 
harmful behavior.  It elim-
inates false worship by fo-
cusing on the Creator rath-
er than the created. One 
is not attached to other 
creatures, be it humans, 
trees, animals, or planets. 
One is attaching himself 
to the One who created all 
others. It is also the high-
est manner of respecting a 
human person, for he (she) 
will worship and prostrate 
to none other than Allah, 
the One, the Only, the 
Self-Sufficient Master.

For the Shahada to 
be valid, it must be pro-
nounced with clear under-
standing, made of one’s 
own free will, declared 
with a heart full of convic-
tion, and accompanied by 
the intention to fulfill its 
requirements. This decla-
ration prepares the believer 
to receive divine guidance 
and fulfill the other pil-
lars and obligations with 
a heart dedicated to Allah 
alone.

The Shahada affirms 
that no entity—whether 
a person, group, event, 
or authority—can ulti-
mately determine one’s 
fate. This rests exclusively 
with Allah, the Lord of 
the heavens and earth. 
Through this declaration, a 
believer acknowledges that 
all affairs are subject to di-
vine will and decree. One is 
free from fear, one enjoys 

his freedom to express him-
self and say his free opinion 
fearing no punishment 
from anyone, because God 
(Allah) is the One who has 
destined our fate. It even 
means freedom for the 
non-believers. Allah SWT 
the Almighty says, “There 
is no compulsion in reli-
gion. Verily, the Right Path 
has become distinct from 
the wrong path. Whoever 
disbelieves in Taghut and 
believes in Allah, then he 
has grasped the most trust-
worthy handhold that will 
never break. And Allah is 
All-Hearer, All-Knower.” 
[Qur’an 2: 256].

The Shahada also con-
firms what Allah (with 
emphatic L, is the name of 
God in Arabic and Arama-
ic) has declared for himself. 
Allah the Almighty says in 
the Qur’an: “Allah bears 
witness that “La ilaha illa 
Huwa” (There is no God 
(deity) but He), and the an-
gels (also bear witnessed), 
and those having knowl-
edge (also give this wit-
ness); (He is always) main-
taining His creation in 
Justice. La ilah illa Huwa 
(There is no God (deity) 
but He), the All-Mighty, 
the All-Wise.” [Qur’an 
3: 18]. It is important to 
notice that God (Allah) 
himself declares He is the 
One worthy of worship. It 
makes perfect sense—be-
cause before anything else 

existed, Allah was there. 
He testified to His own 
Oneness and His right to 
be worshiped. Allah SWT 
has also declared that the 
only faith accepted by him 
is the one in which people 
submit themselves to Him 
alone, that is the religion 
of Islam. God SWT says, 
“Truly, the religion with 
Allah is Islam. Those who 
were given the Scripture 
did not differ except, out 
of mutual jealousy after 
knowledge had come to 
them. And whoever dis-
believes in the verses of 
Allah, then surely, Allah 
is Swift in calling to ac-
count.” [Qur’an 3:19].

Recognizing that God 
(Allah) is One and the only 
One who is the creator, 
the All-Powerful, and the 
All-Knowing is a profound-
ly relieving truth. This 
awareness liberates the 
believer from the burden 
of confusion between many 
gods and from trying to 
please multiple deities or 
authorities. If there were 
more than one, each with 
potentially conflicting 
demands and expectations 
would destroy the creation. 
I have always thought 
about it, what if they fight 
against each other? I found 
the answer when I heard 
Allah, the Almighty, says, 
“Allah has never begotten 
a son, nor is there any god 
besides Him. Otherwise, 
each god would have taken 
away what it created, and 
some of them would have 
gained supremacy over 
others. Glorified is Allah, 
far beyond what they de-
scribe.” [Qur’an 23:91]. 
The Almighty here gives us 
an example of the conflict 
and confusion that would 

exist if there were many 
Gods. Instead of believing 
in many deities or supreme 
powers, one submits en-
tirely to one’s relationship 
with the single, supreme 
authority of the universe—
the One Who has every-
thing in His hand. Allah 
the Almighty says, “Allah! 
La ilaha illa Huwa (There 
is no God but He). Surely, 
He will gather you together 
on the Day of Resurrection 
about which there is no 
doubt. And who is truer in 
statement than Allah?” 
[Qur’an 4:87].

This monotheistic under-
standing establishes tran-
quility when followed by 
people. One feels his free-
dom because all creation 
acknowledges the same 
ultimate authority—One 
who is worshiped, respect-
ed, and obeyed by all. The 
implications become trans-
formative when we further 
recognize that all people 
stand equal before God, 
regardless of their worldly 
status or position.

With this belief, why 
would someone of lower 
social status need to fear 
those of higher status? 
When everyone stands in 
the same line (or in lines) 
all next to each other, all 
doing the same actions, it 
makes it clear that social 
status has no role to play 
as all are equal and free 
from their worldly status. 
I still remember the day 
my university president, 
always surrounded by aides 
and secretaries, walked 
into the prayer hall. But 
as soon as we stood in line 
for prayer, all distinctions 
disappeared. At that mo-
ment, he was just another 
worshiper before God—no 

ranks, no barriers, just 
equal before Allah. This 
awareness that we stand, as 
equal, before God dissolves 
unwarranted fear and sub-
servience. Similarly, what 
justification could those in 
positions of power have for 
oppressing others, know-
ing that the ultimate au-
thority—God Himself—is 
perfectly just and does not 
tolerate injustice?

This understanding of 
divine unity establishes a 
moral compass that guides 
human interactions. God 
not only upholds perfect 
justice but also strictly 
forbids oppression and 
wrongdoing against His 
creations. The awareness 
that every individual will 
ultimately be accountable 
to the same just Creator, 
Who knows all, is a pow-
erful deterrent against 
exploitation and the abuse 
of power.

Furthermore, this con-
cept of divine oneness 
creates coherence in one’s 
life. The declaration of 
God’s oneness thus extends 
far beyond theological 
doctrine—it restructures 
human relationships, es-
tablishes ethical boundar-
ies, and provides a serene 
feeling of justice and equal-
ity. In recognizing the One 
God, believers find spiritu-
al truth and a life with no 
fear from anyone.

So, what does “Muham-
mad is his servant and 
messenger” mean? We an-
swer this next week.

Author: hatim.hegab@
gmail.com

More information: icstill-
water.org/islam

JAKARTA, Indonesia 
– Teguh Islean Septura 
groans in pain as each 
staccato rat-a-tat-tat of 
the laser fires an intense 
beam at the elaborate tat-
toos on his arm. But the 
former musician’s deter-
mination to “repent” in 
the holy month of Rama-
dan is enough to keep him 
going.

The 30-year-old guitar-
ist got his back, arms and 
legs tattooed to “look cool” 
when he was performing 
in a band. But these days 
Septura has a newfound 
zeal for Islam, including 
the conviction that Mus-
lims should not alter the 
body that God gave them.

“As humans, sometimes 
we make mistakes. Now 

I want to improve myself 
by moving closer to God,” 
Seputra said, as a health 
worker aimed the white 
laser wand at Septura’s 
skin, blasting the red, 
green and black pigments 
with its penetrating light. 
“God gave me clean skin 
and I ruined it, that’s 
what I regret now.”

Septura is among a 

growing number of people 
in Indonesia’s capital who 
have signed up for free 
tattoo removal services 
offered by Amil Zakat Na-
tional Agency, an Islamic 
charity organization, 
during Ramadan to give 
practicing Muslims an op-
portunity to “repent.”

Launched in 2019, the 
tattoo removal program is 

now held every Ramadan, 
a month of fasting, in-
creased worship, religious 
reflection and good deeds. 
Some 700 people have 
signed up for the services 
this year, and in total 
nearly 3,000 people have 
taken part.

“We want to pave the 
way for people who want 
to hijrah (to move closer 

to God), including those 
who want to remove their 
tattoos” said Mohammad 
Asep Wahyudi, a coordina-
tor of the event. He added 
that many people cannot 
afford to remove their 
tattoos or know where and 
how they can do so safely.

– AP

Muslims with tattoo regrets flock to a free removal service during Ramadan

St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.
Sunday Mass
8:30 | 11:15 a.m. 

1 p.m. (en español)
Tue & Thu Mass

12:10 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m.
6 p.m. (en español)

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m. | 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confessions
Tues-Fri | 11:30-12 p.m.

Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886

11 I will remember the deeds 
of the LORD; yes, I will remember 
your miracles of long ago.

12 I will meditate on all your works 
and consider all your mighty deeds.

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

3rd & Knoblock • 372-2744

Sunday School
9:15 am

Worship Service
10:30 am

� e Islamic 
Society of Stillwater

616 N. Washington St.
Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM
For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY
Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm
Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday ................................10:30am
Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

Psalms 37:8-9

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.
Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.
Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page

8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret—it leads only to evil.8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret—it leads only to evil.

9 For those who are evil will be destroyed, 9 For those who are evil will be destroyed, 

but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land.but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land.
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8:15 AM | 9:45 AM | 11:15 AM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH
6:30 PM - Kids, Students & Adult Studies

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM - Student, 
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All Services

C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C HC H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H


