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Prophet Salih, Part 2
The story of prophet 

Salih (peace be upon him) 
is unique because his peo-
ple were the first to ask for 
a miracle from God. 

People before them did 
not ask their messengers 
for miracles for they were 
a few thousand years later 
than people before them. 
They heard from their 
ancestors, generations 
after generations, about 
Adam, Seth, Noah (and 
the flood), and then Hūd 
(and the people ‘Aad). 
Later generations have in-
creased in number, spread 
over the earth, and almost 
forgotten about all the 
teachings their forefathers 
used to repeat. Yet, most 
importantly, Satan is still 
playing his games to fulfill 
his plot, “Allah cursed 
him [the satan]. And he 
[Satan] said: “I will take an 
appointed portion of your 
slaves” [Qur’an 4-118].

A miracle, by definition, 
must transcend natural 
laws. Interestingly, divine 
miracles often appear in 
domains where the recipi-
ent people excel, to prevent 
them from claiming they 
could replicate such feats 
through their expertise. 
This is illustrated in the 
story of Prophet Salih and 
the people of Thamūd. 
When they specifically 
requested a she-camel 
as proof, God granted 
their wish. The people of 
Thamūd, skilled Bedouin 
camel herders with deep 
knowledge of these ani-
mals, immediately recog-
nized that this miraculous 
she-camel possessed quali-
ties far beyond those of any 
ordinary camel they had 

encountered. The miracle 
is not only the she-camel 
itself but in its defiance of 
their experience with this 
animal upon which their 
lives depended.

The she-camel was a 
miraculous sign from 
God (Allah) meant to test 
the people of Thamūd, a 
powerful and advanced civ-
ilization, yet despite their 
material success, they had 
abandoned the worship of 
God (Allah) and turned to 
idol worship, engaging in 
corruption and disobedi-
ence.

The leaders of Thamūd, 
adamant in their rejec-
tion of monotheism and 
devotion to idol worship, 
dismissed Prophet Salih’s 
message. To justify their 
disbelief, they presented 
what they thought was an 
impossible challenge: they 
would accept his prophet-
hood only if he could bring 
forth a camel from a spe-
cific rock. Through His 
boundless power, Allah 
answered their challenge 
by causing an extraordi-
nary she-camel to emerge 
from the solid stone – a 
miracle that defied the 
laws of nature and mate-
rialized precisely as they 
had demanded. This divine 
sign, fulfilling their exact 
specifications, demolished 
any rational grounds for 
continued skepticism.

This she-camel was 
not like any other camel. 
She was extraordinary 
in her size, appearance, 
and behavior. The Qur’an 
describes her as “a sign 
from Allah” [Qur’an 7:73]. 
She was a miraculous cre-
ation, meant to serve as a 

clear warning and a test 
for the people of Thamūd. 
Allah commanded that 
the she-camel be allowed 
to roam freely and drink 
from the town’s well on 
designated days. On the 
days when she drank, the 
people were not to take any 
water from that well. In 
return, the camel provided 
them with milk, enough for 
the entire community. This 
arrangement was a trial for 
the people of Thamūd—to 
see if they would respect 
the command of Allah and 
recognize His power.

Even in the face of this 
undeniable miracle, the 
leaders of Thamūd doubled 
down on their defiance. 
Rather than accepting 
the she-camel as divine 
proof, they began to view 
her as a threat to their 
authority and lifestyle. 
The water-sharing arrange-
ment mandated by Allah 
- alternating days between 
her and the townspeople - 
particularly rankled them. 
Instead of appreciating the 
blessing of her abundant 
milk freely given to all, 
they twisted this gift into 
a grievance. The powerful 
elites, already hostile to 
Prophet Salih’s message of 
monotheism and social jus-
tice, launched a campaign 
of resentment against the 
miraculous creature. They 

manipulated public opinion 
by spreading false claims 
that the camel was deplet-
ing their water resources, 
transforming what was 
meant to be a sign of divine 
mercy into a source of com-
munity conflict.

Their resentment turned 
into a dangerous plot. A 
group of nine men, de-
scribed in the Qur’an as the 
worst among them, con-
spired to kill the she-camel, 
the Qur’an tells us, “In the 
city was a gang of nine who 
made mischief in the land, 
and would not reform.” 
[Qur’an 27:48].  First, 
they planned to eliminate 
Prophet Salih (pbuh) and 
his family and tell his 
guardians that they didn’t 
know who did it. They then 
changed the plot to kill the 
she-camel, thinking they 
could end Prophet Salih’s 
influence by killing her.

One of them took the 
lead in executing their 
wicked plan. With the 
approval of the other con-
spirators, he attacked the 
she-camel, first hamstring-
ing her to prevent her 
from escaping. Then they 
proceeded to kill her, defy-
ing the explicit command 
of Allah and the warning 
of Prophet Salih. This hei-
nous act was not just an at-
tack on an animal – it was a 
direct challenge to Allah’s 
authority and a sign of the 
people’s deep-seated defi-
ance.

When Prophet Salih 
learned what they had 
done, he was filled with 
sorrow. He reminded 
them they had crossed a 
line from which there was 
no return, he told them, 

“Enjoy yourselves in your 
homes for three days. That 
is a promise not to be de-
nied” [Qur’an 11:65]. This 
was their final warning – a 
short respite before their 
destruction.

True to the divine warn-
ing, after three days, a 
terrible punishment de-
scended upon the people 
of Thamūd. The Qur’an 
describes their destruction 
in several places, revealing 
the severity of their fate. 
A mighty deafening blast 
from the sky and they were 
all dead. This powerful 
punishment wiped them 
out entirely, leaving noth-
ing but their ruined homes 
carved into the mountains. 
Allah the Almighty says, 
“Indeed, We sent upon 
them one blast from the 
sky, and they became 
like the dry stubble of a 
pen-builder.” [Qur’an 54-
31] Their arrogance, defi-
ance, and disobedience had 
led to their downfall, serv-
ing as a warning for future 
generations. This verse is 
a miracle in itself! It shows 
how sound can kill people. 
One must contemplate how 
Prophet Muhammad could 
have known this scientific 
fact in the 7th century.

The story of the she-cam-
el is a powerful lesson in 
faith, humility, and obe-
dience to God. It teaches 
us that when God sends 
clear signs, they must be 
respected, understood, 
and followed. The people of 
Thamūd had everything—
wealth, intelligence, and 
strength—but their arro-
gance led them to destruc-
tion. They failed to recog-
nize the mercy of Allah, 

His acceptance of their 
request, and granting them 
their demand. They an-
swered all these blessings 
by seeking to eliminate 
them. Their fate is a stark 
reminder that no amount 
of power can protect those 
who reject divine truth.

The ruins of the Thamūd 
still stand today in the 
region known as “Madain 
Saleh,” a testimony to 
the truth of the Qur’anic 
account. Their abandoned 
homes, carved into the 
rocks, are a silent witness 
to the punishment that 
befell them. The Qur’an 
frequently urges us to re-
flect on their fate and learn 
from their mistakes.

The Qur’an miraculously 
describes the story in a few 
verses, “In the city was a 
gang of nine who made 
mischief in the land and 
would not reform. They 
said, “Swear by Allah to 
one another that we will 
attack him and his family 
at night, and then say to 
his guardian, ‘We did not 
witness the murder of his 
family, and we are being 
truthful.’” They planned 
a plan, and We (God) 
planned a plan, but they 
did not realize. So note the 
outcome of their planning: 
We destroyed them and 
their people, all altogether. 
Here are their houses, in 
ruins, on account of their 
iniquities. Surely this is 
a lesson for people who 
know. And We saved those 
who believed and were rev-
erent.” [Qur’an 27: 45-53].
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ROME – Pope Francis’ 
overall clinical condition is 
“improving slightly” and 
his heart is working well 
as he battles pneumonia, 
the Vatican said Thursday, 
as some of his cardinals 
cheered him on and in-
sisted that the Catholic 
Church was very much 
alive and well even in his 
absence.

In a late update, Vatican 
spokesman Matteo Bruni 
said Francis has no fever 

and that his key heart pa-
rameters “continue to be 
stable.”

The 88-year-old pope 
was admitted to the hospi-
tal on Feb. 14 after a case 
of bronchitis worsened; 
doctors later diagnosed 
the onset of pneumonia in 
both lungs on top of asth-
matic bronchitis and pre-
scribed “absolute rest.”

“If you really want him 
to rest, you have to hospi-
talize him,” quipped Car-

dinal Jean-Marc Aveline, 
the archbishop of Mar-
seille, France, referring to 
Francis’ work ethic.

Aveline was speaking at 
a Vatican news conference 
about a Mediterranean 
youth peace initiative 
alongside his counterpart 
from Barcelona, Cardinal 
Juan Josè Omella. But 
given the limited amount 
of information about Fran-
cis’ condition, they were 
peppered with questions 

about the pope’s health 
and whether he might de-
cide to resign if he doesn’t 
recover fully.

“Everything is possi-
ble,” Aveline said.

Regardless, Omella in-
sisted that the life of the 
church continued even 
with Francis in the hospi-
tal.

“Popes change, we bish-
ops change, priests in par-
ishes change, communities 
change. But the train con-

tinues being on the move,” 
Omella said.

Another cardinal, 
Gianfranco Ravasi, had 
commented earlier in the 
day on the possibility of 
resignation when asked if 
Francis might decide to 
follow in the footsteps of 
Pope Benedict XVI and 
step down if he becomes 
too ill. Benedict became 
the first pope in 600 years 
to retire when he conclud-
ed in 2013 that he didn’t 

have the physical strength 
to carry on the rigors of 
the globe-trotting papacy.

“There is no question 
that if he (Francis) was in 
a situation where his abil-
ity to have direct contact 
(with people) as he likes to 
do ... was compromised, 
then I think he might 
decide to resign,” Ravasi 
was quoted as telling RTL 
102.5 radio.

–AP

Vatican says Pope Francis is ‘improving slightly’ and working from the hospital

St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.
Sunday Mass
8:30 | 11:15 a.m. 

1 p.m. (en español)
Tue & Thu Mass

12:10 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m.
6 p.m. (en español)

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m. | 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confessions
Tues-Fri | 11:30-12 p.m.

Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886

11 I will remember the deeds 
of the LORD; yes, I will remember 
your miracles of long ago.

12 I will meditate on all your works 
and consider all your mighty deeds.

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

3rd & Knoblock • 372-2744

Sunday School
9:15 am

Worship Service
10:30 am

� e Islamic 
Society of Stillwater

616 N. Washington St.
Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM
For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY
Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm
Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday ................................10:30am
Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

Malachi 1:11

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.
Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.
Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page

My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where 

it sets. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because it sets. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because 

my name will be great among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty.my name will be great among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
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All Services
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