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Prophets in the Quran: Noah
In last week’s article, we 

highlighted Satan’s vow to 
mislead as many of Adam’s 
children as possible. He 
swore, “Allah cursed him 
[Satan], and he [Satan, the 
cursed] said: ‘I will surely 
take from among Your 
servants an appointed 
portion” [Qur’an 4: 118], 
demonstrating his intent 
to deceive and lead astray. 
This enmity is rooted in 
Satan’s defiance of Allah’s 
order, and his refusal, to 
prostrate to Adam, leading 
to his curse and expulsion 
from Paradise.

From this fact, we can 
glean two critical observa-
tions. The first is Satan’s 
“reference to Allah’s 
supremacy”. In his vow, 
Satan alluded to Allah’s 
absolute independence and 
self-sufficiency, implying 
that Allah does not need 
any of His creation. This 
reference underscores 
the futility of Satan’s 
rebellion and his reliance 
on Allah’s permission to 
continue his efforts until 
the Day of Judgment. It is 
through this reprieve that 
Satan schemes against 
humanity, striving to 
exploit their weaknesses. 
The other observation is 
the “appointed portion”. 
Satan acknowledges his 
limitations, as he cannot 
mislead everyone. He rec-
ognizes that his influence 
will only affect those pre-
disposed to accepting his 
call—the “appointed por-
tion” of Allah’s servants. 
This means that only 
those who willingly choose 
to follow him will be led 
astray. Importantly, Satan 
operates not out of inde-
pendent power but within 
the framework of Allah’s 
divine knowledge and de-

cree. Allah, in His infinite 
wisdom, already knows 
who will choose to align 
with Satan’s path and who 
will resist his temptation.

Satan knew that the peo-
ple who lived after Adam, 
Seth, and Idris (Enoch)—
peace and blessings be 
upon them all—still vividly 
remembered their forefa-
thers’ teachings, rooted 
in monotheism and righ-
teousness. He understood 
that persuading them to 
deviate from the worship 
of Allah alone would re-
quire cunning and subtlety, 
as their hearts were still 
inclined toward their pure 
heritage.

Disguising himself as a 
stranger visiting for trade, 
Satan approached the 
people, engaging them in 
conversation about their 
ancestors. He spoke highly 
of their piety and righ-
teousness, subtly planting 
the idea that such virtuous 
individuals should not be 
forgotten. “Would it not be 
fitting,” he suggested, “to 
find a way to honor their 
memory so that future gen-
erations may learn of their 
virtues and be inspired?”

The people, captivat-
ed by the idea, agreed. 
After some deliberation, 
someone proposed mark-
ing the graves of their 
righteous ancestors with 
large stones as a memorial. 
Satan, delighted by this 
suggestion, encouraged it 
in his subtle way. His plan 
had taken root without 
revealing its true intent. 
Satan never does anything 
with his hand, that is, he 
does not act, all he can do 
is to tempt, whisper, or 
persuade, that is, all he 
can do is to talk so he leads 
those who follow him to 

make suggestions and then 
follow through what they 
decided themselves.

As time passed and 
generations succeeded one 
another, Satan returned, 
once again in the guise of a 
helpful stranger. This time, 
he approached them with 
another seemingly harm-
less suggestion: “Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful if these 
stones bore engravings or 
images to depict the righ-
teous ones they honor? 
This way, their appear-
ances and stories could be 
preserved, making it easier 
for your children and their 
descendants to remember 
and “revere” them.”

True to his deceptive 
nature, Satan did not pres-
ent these ideas directly 
as commands but worked 
quietly, manipulating 
their thoughts and inclina-
tions. The people, unaware 
of the sinister intent be-
hind these suggestions, 
complied. What began 
as a well-meaning effort 
to honor the memory of 
their ancestors eventually 
opened the door to grave 
misguidance. Satan’s 
strategy of gradualism 
had laid the foundation 
for what would later be-
come the practice of idol 
worship—an act of associ-
ating partners with Allah 
that contradicts the very 
essence of monotheism.

This episode powerfully 
reminds us that even small 

deviations from the path 
of righteousness, when 
left unchecked, can lead 
to significant corruption 
over time. Satan’s subtle 
manipulations demon-
strate the importance of 
remaining vigilant and ad-
hering steadfastly to the 
principles of faith.

Satan’s plan, rooted in 
gradual manipulation, 
eventually succeeded. For 
a few generations, the 
reverence that people once 
showed toward the stones 
marking the graves of 
their righteous ancestors 
turned into outright wor-
ship. What had initially 
begun as a seemingly 
harmless act of respect 
evolved into a profound 
deviation from the path of 
monotheism.

As time passed, the 
teachings of Adam, Seth, 
and Idris (Enoch)—peace 
be upon them—were slow-
ly forgotten, altered, and 
corrupted. The purity of 
their guidance gave way to 
practices that prioritized 
worldly desires and satis-
fied personal whims. The 
original call to worship 
Allah alone was replaced 
by customs and beliefs 
that reflected human incli-
nations rather than divine 
commandments.

This tragic turn of 
events highlights how 
incremental shifts, when 
left unchallenged, can lead 
to significant decline. It 
also underscores Satan’s 
persistence in exploiting 
human weaknesses, such as 
the desire for comfort, fa-
miliarity, and attachment 
to tradition, to lead people 
away from the worship of 
Allah. The outcome serves 
as a timeless warning to re-
main steadfast in faith and 

vigilant against subtle de-
viations that may corrupt 
the essence of monotheism.

Allah, in His infinite 
wisdom and mercy, ap-
pointed righteous individ-
uals as His messengers to 
guide humanity. These cho-
sen messengers were bless-
ed with divine guidance 
and tasked with reminding 
people of their true pur-
pose: to worship Allah 
alone. Through them, 
Satan’s efforts to lead hu-
manity astray would not go 
unchallenged and humans 
will have no excuse.

Noah (pbuh) was the 
first of these messengers. 
His mission was a direct 
response to the spread of 
corruption and the influ-
ence of Satan among his 
people. Noah was sent to 
remind them of their Cre-
ator, to call them back to 
righteousness, and to warn 
them of the grave conse-
quences of their persistent 
disobedience and idolatry.

In Islamic teachings, 
Prophet Nuh (Noah) is 
one of the five prophets 
of strong resolve. This 
esteemed group also in-
cludes Ibrahim (Abraham), 
Musa (Moses), Isa (Jesus), 
and Muhammad (peace be 
upon them all).

Noah is mentioned in 
several chapters of the 
Qur’an, with each in-
stance offering a unique 
perspective on his story. 
The Qur’an does not detail 
Noah’s ancestors or lin-
eage, as Islam emphasizes 
that all prophets come 
from noble lineages. More 
importantly, the focus 
lies on the lessons derived 
from their tireless efforts 
to guide people toward the 
path of God, highlighting 
the moral and spiritual 

messages in their strug-
gles.

The Qur’an does not 
specify when Noah (peace 
be upon him) was born. 
However, Prophet Muham-
mad (peace and blessings 
be upon him) was once 
asked about the time span 
between Adam and Noah, 
to which he replied, “Ten 
centuries”. This indicates a 
significant period separat-
ing the two prophets, em-
phasizing the continuity of 
divine guidance through-
out human history.

Noah (pbuh) was sent as 
a messenger to his people 
to call them to the worship 
of Allah alone, turning 
them away from idolatry 
and the corrupt practices 
they had adopted. His peo-
ple had strayed far from 
the monotheistic message 
of their ancestors and had 
fallen into polytheism and 
moral decay.

Noah’s story stands as 
a timeless lesson, illus-
trating the ongoing strug-
gle between truth and 
falsehood, guidance and 
misguidance. It also exem-
plifies Allah’s enduring 
mercy and justice, as He 
continuously provides hu-
manity with opportunities 
to return to the straight 
path through the guidance 
of His messengers. Next 
week, we will continue 
the story of Noah, as 
mentioned in the Qur’an. 
Allah says: “We sent Noah 
to his people. He said, “O 
my people! Worship Allah; 
you have no god other 
than Him. I fear for you 
the torment of a tremen-
dous Day.” [Qur’an 7: 59]
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More information: icstill-
water.org/islam

ROME – Pope Francis 
ushered in the New Year 
with a renewed appeal for 
the faithful to reject abor-
tion, calling for a “firm 
commitment” to protect 
and respect life from con-
ception to natural death.

Francis, 88, celebrated 
a New Year’s Day Mass 
in St. Peter’s Basilica on 

Wednesday that was dedi-
cated to Mary, the mother 
of Jesus.

In his homily, he prayed 
that everyone learns to 
care for “every child born 
of a woman” and to pro-
tect “the precious gift of 
life: life in the womb, the 
lives of children, the lives 
of the suffering, the poor, 

the elderly, the lonely and 
the dying.”

“I ask for a firm commit-
ment to respect the digni-
ty of human life from con-
ception to natural death, 
so that each person may 
cherish his or her own life 
and all may look with hope 
to the future,” he said, 
using the terminology of 

the church’s opposition to 
abortion and euthanasia.

In recent years, the Ar-
gentine Jesuit has been 
speaking out more em-
phatically about abortion 
than he did at the start 
of his pontificate. After 
two doctrinaire popes, 
Francis complained in the 
first months of his papacy 

in 2013 that the church 
had become obsessed by 
“small-minded rules” 
about hot-button issues 
such as abortion.

Francis now regularly 
refers to procuring an 
abortion as “hiring a hit-
man to solve a problem.”

He recently sparked 
outrage in Belgium when 

he criticized its abortion 
law as “homicidal” and 
announced he wanted to 
beatify Belgium’s late 
king who abdicated for a 
day rather than approve 
legislation legalizing the 
procedure. 

–AP

Pope calls for commitment to protect life, doubles down on abortion in New Year’s message

St. Francis Xavier
Catholic Church

711 N. Country Club Rd.
Sunday Mass
8:30 | 11:15 a.m. 

1 p.m. (en español)
Tue & Thu Mass

12:10 p.m.
Wednesday Mass

12:10 p.m.
6 p.m. (en español)

Friday Mass
12:10 p.m.

Saturday Mass
9 a.m. | 5 p.m. (Vigil Mass)

Confessions
Tues-Fri | 11:30-12 p.m.

Wednesday | 5 p.m.
Saturday | 9:45-11 a.m.

405-372-6886

Worship at the church of 
your choice this week

gocrosspointe.com

Sunday School - 9:30
Sunday AM Worship - 10:30

Sunday PM Family Service - 6:00
Wed PM Bible Study - 7:00

1807 N. Jardot

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

4th & Knoblock • 372-2744

Sunday School
9 am

Worship Service
8 am & 10:30 am

� e Islamic 
Society of Stillwater

616 N. Washington St.
Friday (Weekly) Prayers

1:40 PM - 2:10 PM
For Daily Prayer Times

www.icstillwater.org

FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

400 W. 7th • 372-5854
www.fumcstw.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship .............................8:30am & 11:10am
Sunday School ....................................10:00am
Closer Walk...........10 am Family Life Center

FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH

SUNDAY
Bible Study • 9:30am

Worship Service  • 11:00am
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES

Begin at 6:00pm
Watch our worship service on Facebook

www.fbcstillwater.org

701 S. DUNCAN • 405-372-5212

GRACE BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Independent Baptist
Expository Preaching

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday ................................10:30am
Thursday  ..............................7:30pm

723 E. 17th

Zion Lutheran 
Church - LCMS

504 S. Knoblock • 372-3703

Sunday - 8:00,10:30 AM

www.zionlutheranstw.org
John E. Wackler, Pastor

Isaiah 65:17

www.sfxstillwater.org

SUNDAY
Meeting Times

Bible Study...................................9:30 AM
Worship.......................................10:30 AM

Bible Study....................................5:00 PM

WEDNESDAY
Bible study.....................................7:00 PM

821 N. DUCK • 372-7439

Southside Baptist 
Church of Stillwater

Perfectly • Purposely • Placed

1223 S. Perkins Rd.

Address – 1223 S. Perkins. Rd. 
Phone: 405-372-2411

Email: southsidestillwater@gmail.com

Paul Hutchison – Pastor

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45 AM
SUNDAY WORSHIP 11 AM + 6 PM

WEDNESDAY
YOUTH & ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6:30

Stillwater Bible
Proclaiming Christ, Training Believers

JB Bond, Senior Pastor

Sundays
Worship Service .................................................................8:30 a.m.
G.R.O.W. Groups .................................................................9:45 a.m.
Worship Service .............................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Kids’Church ...................................................................... 11:20 a.m.

Tuesdays
Cornerstone @ The Union (RM 297)........................... 7:30 p.m.

Stillwater Bible Institute................................................. 6:30 p.m.
Impact Youth...................................................................... 6:30 p.m.
Bible Kids ............................................................................. 6:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

7617W. 6th Ave.
Stillwaterbible.org (405) 564-5794

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
524 S. Duncan • 405-372-5580

www.stillwaterfpc.org

Sunday Worship

9:45 a.m. - Sunday School
11:00 a.m. - in person, online 

On KSPI radio AM 780 & FM 94.3
and the Stillwater FPC Facebook page

“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. 

The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”

421 E. Richmond Rd. | sunnybrookcc.org
SUNDAY SERVICES

8:15 AM | 9:45 AM | 11:15 AM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHURCH
6:30 PM - Kids, Students & Adult Studies

SUNDAY SCHOOL
9:45 AM - Student, 

College & Adult

KIDS 
CHURCH
All Services

C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C HC H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H

Salem
Lutheran 
Church

101 S Duck, Stillwater
(405) 372-3074 | salemstillwaterok.org

Sunday Worship Services
at 9:30a

Adult Sunday School
at 11:00a


